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Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

August 1, 2007 - July 31, 2008

COMMISSIONER ROSTER and TERM OF OFFICE 

M. Catherine McAdam, Chair

6-1-2000 to 6-30-2009 

Dale Swanson, Communication and Awards Committee 

Chair 6-1-2002 to 6-30-2008 

Nancy Bower, Chair Education Committee

4-1-2003 to 6-30-2009 

Appointed Education Committee Chair 3-01-07 

Gary B. Filiak, Access Committee

6-1-2001 to 6-30-2008 

Mary Hodak, Education Committee

6-1-2001 to 6-30-2010  

Mona Ramouni, Communication and Awards Committee

Alternate 4-1-2003 to 6-30-2008 

Linda Swagler

10-15-2006  - 6-30-2008

Sonya Tishler, Access Committee Chair

5-1-2003 to 6-30-2009 

John B. McFarlin, Access Committee

6-1-2005 to 5-31-2007 

Alternate 6/2007-2/2008 

Marty Sheedy

3-1-2008 - 6-30-2009

Leah Shannon

3-1-2008 - 6-30-2010

Christian L. Mageli, Commissioner Emeritus 

CITY STAFF 

Susan Fitzmaurice, ADA Coordinator and Liaison to the Commission  

Kurt A. Giberson, Director, Dearborn, DPW 

Jim Murray Deputy Director DPW

Nancy Neubacher, Administrative Assistant, DPW

EVENTS 

Homecoming 2007

Commissioners again had a booth at this event promoting our Disability Awareness Day - continuing outreach efforts, and providing general information.  Again special thanks are due Commissioner Filiak who helped monitor access issues and insured a good event.  Although it was very much improved, issues regarding seating at the concert were addressed. Public safety issues arose and will be addressed in the follow up section of this report.

Pathway to Possibilities 2007

The Commission’s fifth Pathway to Possibilities, Dearborn’s Disability Awareness Day was held on October 18, 2007.  We appreciated the hard work by all commissioners and especially the communication committee chaired by Commissioner Swanson.

We offered a vendor fair of products and services across disabilities with 50 vendors attending. There were approximately 700 attendees from community schools, seniors, Ford employees, and the general public.  Our keynote speaker Ira Socol discussed assistive technology for education and employment and easily engaged our interest, increasing awareness of tools and options for computer access and accommodations and education strategies. 

The workshops were arranged by the Education Committee chaired by Commissioner Nancy Bower. Thanks to Nancy, and Lovelle Rivers who connected us with our special guest George Blaha, “the voice of the Pistons” who helped increase our attendance by around 300 participants and clearly engaged younger participants in this event.  His calling of the wheelchair rugby game was a thrill for all! 

Ira Socol offered a hands on demonstration directed at high school students relating his own learning challenges and strategies for using technology.

Dianne Thompson and Kim Bond, occupational therapists with the Rehabilitation Institute of Michigan helped bring our “Gadgets for Everyday Living” to life in a enjoyable and educational workshop. Mary Hodak’s grand collection of adaptive devices made this workshop truly effective allowing demonstrations of useful everyday low tech aids.

Thank you to our Sponsors

Ford Community and Performing Arts Center

Dearborn Rotary

Wright & Filippis

Ford Mobility Motoring

Ford Employees Dealing with Disabilities

Ford Parenting Network

Rehabilitation Institute of Michigan/Detroit Medical Center

Ableware by Maddak

Busch’s Fine Foods

Shield’s Catering

Awards 2007

We were pleased to present the following awards and recognition:

To Dr. Cheryl Kreger, in recognition of her service on the Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns 6/2001-6/2007, especially related to education issues for students with disabilities and our strategic planning process.

To Bill Tenant, in recognition of his service on the Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns 6/2005-6/2007, especially related to mental health issues and legislative concerns.

To Cyndi Parrelly, in recognition of her service on the Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns 6/2005-7/2007, especially related to public relations, and her continued support for Disability Awareness events.

To Tony Filippis, Sr., presented in his memory of Tony Filippis, Sr. as a tireless advocate for people with disabilities. His commitment lives on through the company Wright & Filippis that he co-founded and the energetic spirit of the Athletes with Disabilities both of whom remain important partners at our Dearborn Disability Awareness Day.

To Mayor Michael A. Guido, presented in loving memory, in recognition of his commitment to the rights of people with disabilities for full inclusion in the life of the Dearborn community. His many actions in support of this critical goal – from establishing Dearborn’s Commission on Disability Concerns to working with the Commission to increase the accessibility of public facilities, services and programs – are a shining facet of his legacy of service to the people of this great city. 

COMMITTEES

The Access Committee continued oversight of accessible voting, and access to our parks and city programs.  This included an ongoing assessment of polling sites which resulted in updating signage for parking, updating park pathways and equipment, and helping support a request for signing of a recreation event. TTY monitoring was also continued with the help of Commissioner McFarlin.  Our former Commissioner Claudia Damian monitored 911 calls and continued to report good outcomes.

The Public Awareness and Education Committee coordinated a presentation on depression for city staff.  We thank commissioner Shannon for inviting Dr. Les Ph.D. a consultant for Life Center.  And appreciated the valuable information presented by Dr. Les and Dr. Huebel MD.  with the national alliance on mental illness. 

Additional city trainings were done by the ADA coordinator updating TTY use, and Commissioner McAdam presented information on alternative format.  Thanks to Bob Ziolkowski who supported our efforts and invited key city staff.

Outreach efforts continued to engage our community with our presence at home coming, senior events including healthy living and a presentation to neighborhood association presidents by commissioner Bower and Hodak.  Our resource list was updated and new resources were provided at the three city trainings.

Our neighbors from the Dearborn Heights commission joined us for several commission meetings and an in-service training appreciated the chance to consult with us regarding processes and procedures when addressing city government. They helped raise good questions for all of us to consider.

COMMISSION TRAINING

A commission training was scheduled in April with the intention of bringing in Robin Jones from the Great Lakes ADA and technical center.  However her plane was delayed and made her arrival for the event impossible.  We took that time to review ADA guidelines and updates as an interactive discussion facilitated by the chair and ADA coordinator.  

ADA COORDINATOR

We very much appreciate the support of the ADA coordinator, Susan Fitzmaurice, for follow up with our key issues and concerns.  We continue to see this as a vital position in maintaining city programs and services.

ONGOING PROJECTS AND CONCERNS

The Commission presented concerns regarding the bus stop site at Fairlane Mall and facilitated discussions with Rob Creamer of Building & Safety, SMART, DDOT and mall officials to insure ADA compliant stops and suitable crossings.  Extensive renovations were done to include four compliant bus stops with appropriate loading areas, placement of more accessible ramping and warning tracks.  There are some concerns regarding placement of the call box, and street crossing markings. (Neither ADA specific.)

The Commission passed a resolution to address disability parking on public service days and was pleased with the support of city council and DPW in adopting language to amend the ordinance to include “Residents with a disability, who have obtained a permit to park on a residential street from the Traffic Commission, are exempted from public service days.”

The Commission has asked for a thorough investigation/understanding of the lack of audible signals.  We had been given information by the ADA coordinator that they were in place but have learned as of July that this was in accurate.  Note: Mr. Murray attended our September 2008 meeting and will be continuing to follow up with us on this project.

The Commission will continue to follow up on CD TV captioning concerns.  We appreciate budget restrictions   but remain concerned about this as an ADA compliance, and full access issue and would like to help explore options/plans for future programming.

The Commission is pleased with ongoing improvement to our parks and has asked for further clarification on some accessible equipment for children and adults. 

The Commission is pleased with continuous improvements for voting and as this is an election year has continued an evaluation process for the primaries and for the full election 

The Commission will work again with Human Resources/ training presenting educational information addressing perceived conflicts with compliance with the ADA and enforcement of policies/procedures and safety concerns.

RESIGNATIONS

Johnny McFarlin resigned as of May 2007.  We will miss his efforts on behalf of residents who are deaf or have  hearing loss.

Dale Swanson stated he would not seek reappointment but that he would continue to work with us on our disability awareness day for which we are truly grateful!

NEW COMMISSIONERS

We welcome Marty Sheedy and Leah Shannon as new appointments to the commission as of March 2008 for terms vacated in July 2007 ending June 2010. They have been active on committees beginning in the summer of 2007 and have shown a strong commitment to our work.

IN MEMORY

We’d like to take this opportunity to remember Christian Mageli who died in December of 2007.  Christian was the force behind the start of this commission.  His advocacy and direct appeal for justice for people with disabilities was unwavering.  

SUMMARY

Our work seems to be an endless stream mostly rolling up hill but still with many bumps in the road.  As people with disabilities, we sometimes tire of the challenge and are at the same time proud to serve those who help us live up to the possibilities those challenges create. As the writing of this report was delayed, we can add an important addendum.  Leah Shannon was appointed chair at the September 2008 meeting with Sonya Tishler remaining on as the vice chair. Marty Sheedy is now the communications committee chair.  With new leadership come new ideas energy and a welcome opportunity to work on behalf of the Mayor and the citizens of Dearborn. We look forward to three reappointments and two new appointments to bring us up to full membership 

SPECIAL THANKS

There are so many people who help the Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns do the work we do. Of course Mayor John B. O’Reilly, for your recognition of disability concerns and understanding of the need to continue our efforts. 

Kurt Giberson, who retired in May and has been a long-term champion of ours will be greatly missed. We thank Jim Murray, the Deputy Director of the Department of Public Works and his Administrative Assistant Nancy Neubacher who support the day-to-day tasks so important to what we accomplish. The Recreation Department provides essential help to make our Dearborn's Disability Awareness Days activities successful.  We sincerely thank our numerous steadfast volunteers who work on committees, who man the table at homecoming, and are at the registration desk during Disability Awareness Day.  And we again thank our sponsors who made that event possible.


