Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

Minutes

March 15, 2011
1. Call to order: 3:10 PM

2. Roll call: Present- Gary Filiak, Nancy Bower, Cathy McAdam, Mary Hodak, Leah Shannon, Margaret Currie, Donna Bechtel and Marsha Koet. Guest Mike Lewinski. 
3. Additions/Changes to Agenda: none
4. Approval of November Minutes: Approved minutes as is. Cathy McAdam. Second Leah Shannon. All approved.
5. Changes in Membership: Leah received a letter of resignation from Barbara Kaye. Barb asked to remain on the email list. Cathy will email Patty at CDTV to ask if the announcement for new commissioners is still scrolling. 
6. Recruitment and Retention: Cathy suggested; the commission may want to focus on our mission and projects while recruiting.  Cathy will write a draft press release. The draft will be emailed to all commission members for feedback. Then the press release will be sent to the newspapers, put on the DCDC web site and sent to key disability and support groups in an effort to gain new members with fresh ideas. 





DCDC Key Projects:

· CERT Readiness


· New ADA regulations and the effect on parks, recreation, pools and auto-able signals.

· Training for city staff

· Voting sites

· Education and Awareness 

The commission asked Marsha to send a press release announcing each DCDC 
meeting.

7. CERT: As a result of a lawsuit to the Los Angeles CERT program, all the CERT programs must address disabled community. Mike Lewinski (guest) presented: Additional training is not yet apart of the formal CERT training. New Jersey CERT has a manual. Many communities are using the New Jersey manual as a beginning. During the October 2011 Dearborn CERT training session hope to include disability issues as a part of the training. Dearborn CERT also is planning to add disability training as a part of the monthly training. Cathy will contact the Center for Independent Living as a resource for emergency training. Margaret suggested people with disabilities be included in the training. Members of the DCDC Board offered to help with upcoming training sessions by sitting on a panel and by acting as victims at a mock emergency event.
8. Health Insurance Program for Michigan: HIP Michigan is a new health insurance offered to those who have been denied health insurance due to a pre-existing condition. The qualifications are the person must by a Michigan resident, a U.S. citizen or lawfully present, have been without insurance of six months and denied health insurance coverage due to a health condition or have an eligible –certified condition. Website: HIPMichigan.com phone: 877-459-3113. 
9. Camp Dearborn ADA Trail: Marsha presented a letter of recommendation for a grant to fund an ADA Trail at Camp Dearborn. Gary made a motion to approve the letter of recommendation. All approved. The recreation department is also researching ADA assessable Amish cabins for camp.

10. Executive Update: Laura Ridenour has funds for three smoke detectors for residents who are deaf. Please contact Marsha with names. The website and domain has been changed to list Marsha as the owner. The fees for the webpage and domain have been paid. Thank you Margaret for working on the changes. Margaret and Cathy will meet to update the webpage. A resident sent an email to the DCDC office to express the importance of scooters to be available at the local stores. 
11. Vice Chair, Nancy Bower: The homeless do not have a shelter for adults or the disabled within the city.
12. Chair Report, Leah Shannon:  Leah will report two curb cuts issues to DPW.  The issues are on the corner of Avondale and Gulley, the other on Outer Drive.  Leah sent out thank you notes for the Disability Day. Information on trash containers will be placed on the web site. 
13. Education Committee: Gary and Nancy will host a table at the Senior Conference on June 8. A motion was made by Cathy: Committee work will be suspended and will become a part of the general meetings. Margaret seconded. All agreed. 
14. Commissioner reports

· Gary Filiak noticed during a Center event some of the ADA parking spots were covered by a snow pile. 
· Cathy had an awesome trip to Costa Rica. Ginger will retire in June. Cathy is having for an open house for Ginger on June 4th or 5th. 
· Bylaw review and Disability Awareness Day must be on the agenda for our May meeting. 

· Margaret will call Patty at CDTV. ATT is not offering CDTV to Dearborn viewers. 

15. Adjournment: 5:16 PM, Next meeting May 17th 6 PM to 9 PM. 
