CITY OF DEARBORN

The Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

Ford Performing Arts Center, 15801 Michigan Ave, Wetrooms

 Minutes

March 20, 2008, 3:00-5:10 PM 

1.Call to Order: 3:10PM

2. Roll Call:

Cathy McAdam, Sonya Tishler, Gary Filiak, Nancy Bower, Mona Ramouni, 

Mary Hodak, Dale Swanson, Leah Shannon, John McFarlin,  Marty Sheedy, late/excused and Linda Swagler, absent.

3.  Introduction of guests: Heidi White, Wayne County Commissioner Gary Woronchak, Linda Butler, Jim Nagy

4.  Additions/changes to agenda: none.

5.  Approval of January Minutes: Bower, Hodak

6.   Chair report; Welcome new commissioners.   Bus stops at Fairlane; meeting with Mayor; Arab International Festival,  June 20-June 22; ADA training

See attached report and meeting discussion notes.

7.    Vice chair Report: none

8.    Public Comment

County Commissioner Gary Woronchak discussed how the county is organized in a very similar way to the city of Dearborn. The Wayne County Executive is essentially the Mayor of Wayne County. The Commission is essentially the same as the City Council. Unlike Dearborn, Commissioners are elected from specific districts. The Commissioner represents the city of Dearborn and sponsors a yearly Senior Citizens Expo. He welcomes the opportunity to come to our meeting to observe and learn. He would like to be added to any communications we send out to the public.

9.  Executive Update: Susan Fitzmaurice update city accessibility projects, TTY contacts, Braille embosser, web site, citizen concerns etc. See attached report and meeting discussion notes.

10.  Communication Committee Update for DDAD, etc.  See attached report and meeting discussion notes.

11.  Break

12.  Public Awareness/Education Committee. See attached report.

13.  Access Committee Update voting, etc. 

· -- Discussion of continuing voting access. Contact City Clerk Mid-April regarding voting concerns. Ask City Clerk to remind  senior residences to keep inner door propped open.

-- Commissioner Filiak provided photos of city properties with ADA issues.  
Will  forward to Kurt Giberson.

14.  Commissioner & Committee member reports

• Commissioner McAdam will follow-up to see why Commissioners Swagler & Sheedy did not attend. New commissioner orientation by McAdam & Bower for Shannon & Sheedy.

• Commissioner McFarlin attended a city performance with city provided interpreters

• Commissioner Tishler- BC/BS health insurance increased rates 110%  (Susan will send Sonya info on MI Universal health Initiative) 

• Commissioner Hodak – noted that our emergency preparedness form/ we need to add advance directive information. New CERT groups starting. Lt Brad Smith is very busy and Commissioner McAdam will contact to see how we can get him further involved.  Dancing with the Stars/ Marilee Matlin. New governor of New York  /legally blind.

• Commissioner Filiak – VSA supporting a Howe School project – Mexican artist doing tiles & murals. We are invited to Grand Opening in the fall Discussed disability parking enforcement in Macomb County.



• Committee member Heidi White – may be moving out of state

• Commissioners Shannon, Ramouni, Bower, Swanson  – no report.

15. Adjournment: 5:10 PM     Moved by Commissioner Swanson,  Seconded by Commissioner Filiak

Chair report March 20 2008

1.   Welcome new commissioners.

Leah Shannon and Marty Sheedy, who have been active on our committees, have been appointed to   serve as commissioners and we join with the Mayor in welcoming them! We’ve already benefited from your insights and look forward to the energy and ideas you will continue to offer.   

2.      Update Bus stops at Fairlane  

We met for a follow up with Taubman Corporate, Fairlane Management, the architectural firm Neumann Smith, D-DOT, SMART, and Robert Creamer from Building and Safety. Also attending were representatives from Detroit City Council (because they had received complaints about the new shelter.)

a.  The final layout will have four ADA compliant bus stops and one bus shelter.

b.  Ramps for street crossing will be at the West and East ends with appropriate detectable warning markers. (Detectable warning markers will also be in place at the ramps leading to the pathway to the mall entrance near Macy's.)

c.  The blended curb cut East of the shelter that was not meant for crossing the street will be removed.

d.  Specialized detectable markers will be set in the crossing pavement to help with straight crossing. The exact material to be determined.  

e.  A call box is being considered at the bus shelter.  If it is not feasible, directions for location will be highlighted in accessible format at the shelter. Security cameras and frequent patrolling are in place now as a security measure.

f.  SMART and D-DOT ADA paratransit and Dearborn small bus will continue to drop off door to door at any mall entrance.  Courtesy stops by fixed route buses (such as Michigan Ave) may occur at Penny's.

g.  SMART and D-DOT will continue to work with architects regarding bus stop signage.

We appreciate this final plan addressing the key issues raised, and look forward to warmer weather allowing for it's implementation!

3.  Meeting with Mayor O’Reilly February 6, 2008

Susan Fitzmaurice, Kurt Giberson and I met with the Mayor to review our work, address the need for a full complement of commissioners, and look at future needs.  Mayor O'Reilly has a long history of being proactive in addressing disability concerns and is supportive of ongoing dialogue, and input from our commission to support his efforts. He asked for a calendar of our scheduled meetings and plans to join us as a follow up to our meeting. 

4. The Arab International Festival is on June 20-June 22. How would you like to represent the commission? If we do not have the ability to have a table is there another way to get our information translated and distributed?

Discussion------- No one seems to know anyone we could join with for a table.  Commissioner Swanson & Communication committee will see if there is a way we could have an unmanned table or some other presence. 

5.   ADA training: Robin Jones will be conducting an ADA review and implications for our ongoing commission work on April 9 from 1:00 till 5:00 here at the PAC. Six members of the Dearborn Heights commission will be joining us. Committee members were also invited

Discussion------ It was decided to have a pizza lunch at 12:30. We will have to be sure the room is available. Commissioner McAdam will follow-up.

ADA REPORT   March, 2008

EMAIL PROGRAM

Commissioner McAdam was recommended a bulk email program that looks very easy to use. It also offers templates for email newsletters. It is available with a 60 day free trial which I think we should take advantage of to market DAD asap. If we find it as easy and useful as it appears we can continue to use it for $15.00 a month or $180 a year. 

Discussion----------It was agreed we would try this program out.

DPW & DAD

Department of Public Works has previously contributed 1,000 to DAD. Due to budget constraints, they can no longer do that. If we run short of funds, they will assist us.  Once funds go into a 276 account like we have for DAD they cannot be removed and used for anything else. So if we do not need all 1,000 they contribute – we have the rest leftover and DPW can't get it back. If we do need money (up to 1,000) we can ask for it after we have used up the money we have fund raised.

Discussion-----------Commissioner Swanson reassured all that this presented no problem.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

There are going to be some ADA modifications done to the restrooms and entrance because two of the stations have a lot of visitor traffic that they did not have previously. 

TTYs

Public information TTY is inoperable and must be replaced. Libraries TTYs need battery replacement, which is why the answering machine does not work. All TTYs likely need battery replacement at this point and I am going to send out a note suggesting that that be done. Also going to talk to Bob Z about another TTY training.

Discussion---question was posed as to why a note hadn’t gone out prior to this meeting.  Also suggestion that a new training was not the best approach and that one on one follow up was needed.

BRAILLE EMBOSSER

Last month when I tried to use the embosser it worked a short while – then stopped. I tried repeatedly to get it to work, then got MIS involved, and then Freedom Scientific. It appears to be a lemon and is being returned.

INTERNATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION CONFERENCE IN MAY?

Did Education committee decide if we want to participate?

Discussion--------Decision was no. Too expensive, to great a time commitment , and not specific enough to our issues.

ADA SYMPOSIUM

Cost to participate in ADA Symposium in St. Louis May 12-14:

$400.00 registration fee (have applied for a scholarship for this)

$360.00 hotel (3 nights)

$240.00 estimated for gasoline

Commission would pay $600.00

I would only go if I received a scholarship. I would drive because going to conference and getting back for commission meeting otherwise impossible based on available flight or train times.  I applied for scholarship last year and did not get it. I did not apply or go the year before. 2 years ago I went and the CIL paid 50% and the commission paid 50%. The ADA has gone thru some changes since I last went.

Discussion---------Commissioner Swanson made a motion, Commissioner Hodak seconded, and Commissioner Filiak amended it to cover the possibility of the scholarship not being received:  I approve an expenditure of $1,000 to support our ADA Coordinator going to the ADA Symposium.

OTHER CONFERENCES

I am going to go to the MI-AAIDD (American Association for Intellectual & Developmental Disability) conference in Midland, the ADAPT 25th birthday celebration in Washington DC, and the Multiple Perspectives Conference in Columbus, Ohio before our May meeting. Teddy and I are presenting in June at the Society for Disability Studies conference in NYC on using ADA accommodations to make public presentations when you have speech and language considerations, in addition to other disabilities.  

HEALTH INSURANCE

Families USA report, Dying for Coverage in Michigan is the first-ever state-specific report of its type, and is based on a ground-breaking national study by the Institute of Medicine, which in 2002 forged the direct link between a lack of health coverage and deaths from health-related causes.

· Between 2000 and 2006, the estimated number of adults between the ages of 25 and 64 in Michigan who died because they did not have health insurance was more than 4,200.

http://www.familiesusa.org/resources/newsroom/press-releases/2008-press-releases/new-report-shows-how-many-1.html
ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE

People whose only source of income is SSDI or retirement benefits can get the stimulus benefit. People whose only income is SSI are not eligible. If you do not file a tax return you will not get this benefit. If you have no tax liability – fill out a return and put in bold letters across the top: FILING FOR ECONOMIC STIMULUS ONLY

DPW & LIFETIME ASSESSMENT

The MI Office of Services to the Aging (OSA), in conjunction with the MI Commission on Services to the Aging and in cooperation with MI State University Extension (MSUE) provides a statewide community recognition program: "Community for a Lifetime."  The program provides recognition for communities and local government entities that have completed a community assessment for livability and/or implemented improvements recommended by a livable community assessment. A community can apply initially to receive recognition for a community assessment and then can apply each year to receive recognition for a community improvement made.  

Community groups interested in conducting a livability assessment are

encouraged to explore the Community for a Lifetime tool kit, resources and

recognition application materials available at:

www.michigan.gov/miseniors/0,1607,7-234-43293_46728---,00.html. Applications for recognition are reviewed twice a year, in October and April.

The Commission on Services to the Aging, a 15-member body appointed by the

Governor, developed the recognition program with input from the State

Advisory Council on Aging as part of a national trend to improve communities

for an aging population.  This trend quickly evolved into a broader concern

about the community assets that make a community "livable" for residents of

all ages and abilities.  Major organizations such as National Association of

Area Agencies on Aging, Partners for Livable Communities, AARP, Visiting

Nursing Services of New York, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation have

supported and developed community assessments to identify attributes such as

walkability, transportation, enrichment, and safety and security.

 At the core of this program is a simple premise: should someone have to

move out of their home because they can no longer drive?  Regardless of age,

the ability to conduct the "business of life" and participate in the social

life of the community is often determined by the community design and assets

that allow residents to access shops, banks, health care, restaurants and

entertainment.

Discussion--------------This will be investigated further by Commissioners Hodak and Shannon. They will see if Senior Services is also interested. 

Communications and Awards Committee

Report 03/20/08

Decisions to be made for “Pathway to Possibilities 2008”:

We would like to propose a theme for this year’s event:

“What do YOU need?”

 From that we would like to see a segment on “Taking Care of our Children”. Linda, could you contact Dr. Youngs, from Clinic for Exceptional Families, to see what she might want to do? Maybe a workshop? Any other ideas?

 We would also like to do something with ergonomics. Gary Karp, one of the keynote possibilities, is an architect and should be able to a great talk on where are at today and where we need to go, for children, adults and seniors.

Discussion--------Although he is a wonderful speaker, it was decided the cost to bring him in was too high, in addition to the fact that he was the keynote speaker to a major Michigan disability conference only a few months ago.

Nancy Stevens is sight impaired and looks like a very inspirational speaker. I haven’t had a chance to talk to her and I don’t know if she would fit the theme. If I contact her, I’ll give you an update.

Discussion--------No further information is known about her. Commissioner Swanson will call and find out her costs, availability, and interest.

Peter Leidy is more workplace oriented, which we could also do, but it is pretty narrow.

Discussion--------After some discussion regarding some of the website pages, it was decided that Commissioner McAdam and ADA Coordinator would have a conference call with him to determine how appropriate his presentation could be tailored to our audience. 

A decision would be made about a keynote speaker after further research via email.

Also:  Fashion Moves: Promoting Awareness and Use of Functional Clothing

Problems getting pants that fit? Does your suit jacket get caught in the wheels? Skirts too baggy?

Fashion Moves promotes garments for people who use wheelchairs or have other personal clothing needs. But how far can one individual's efforts reach? This organization will provide a platform for like minded people to get together, identify problems and find solutions.     www.fashionmoves.org
Discussion------ Commissioner Bower will follow-up and arrange for this group to participate in DAD with a fashion show and/or workshop.

PUBLIC AWARENESS / EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING

January 29, 2008 - 2:00 p.m.     Attendance:  Leah, Cathy, Nancy,  Mary (ill)

Meeting was held in the conference room of the HR Department at the Dearborn City Hall at the invitation of Bob Ziolkowski, Training Coordinator

1. Planning was conducted for the training program for the

employees of the City of Dearborn on depression.

Training will take place on Thursday April 24, 2008 in two

separate sessions (9:00- 10:30 & 1:00-2:30) for primarily the

ADA coordinators of each department.

Format will be an initial introduction led by Dr. Les from Life

Center, Inc. followed by a panel discussion with members

from NAMI, the Commission, Human Resources, and Dr.

Les.  The overall discussion will include signs and symptoms,

what should an employee do, along with specific policies.

Handouts and information guides will be distributed.

An additional meeting with Bob Ziolkowski will be scheduled

closer to the actual date.

2.  Mary and  Nancy gave an overview of the Commission to the

members of the Sunrise Rotary Club at Leon's restaurant on January

22, 2008 at the very early time of  7:00 a.m.!

3.  A meeting for February 19, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. at the PAC

was cancelled as Lt. Brad Smith  was unable to meet to discuss

Emergency Preparedness.  Mary spoke to Cpt. Jeff Beutner of

the Fire Department regarding this issue, and he suggested that we add

'Advanced Directives' to the Emergency Preparedness form.

4.  Next meeting will be scheduled prior to the training for City employees.  


