
Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

April 1, 2010

1. Call to Order: 4:00

2. Roll Call: Present Cosmo, McAdam, Bower, Shannon, Hodak, Ramouni, and Filiak. Sheedy and Kaye excused. Nunn absent. 

3. Approval of Jan. 28, 2010 meeting minutes. Approved: Hodak, seconded Bower.

4. Additions/Changes to agenda: none

5. Virginia Blow and Senior Activities/ Out-trips. It was noted that hotels are being more accommodating to people with disabilities. They indicate on their trip flyers if a trip is a more active trip. They are able to accommodate service animals, oxygen,walkers, and other accommodations needed by people with disabilities. 

6. ADA/Sensitivity training/Cathy. Discussed the logistics of the final plan.

7. Arab Festival - June 18,19,20 -  Discussion on whether it is productive for us to participate.  Get resource list translated to Arabic.  Mona, Mary, Gary, Cathy would be willing to man the table.   A. Leah will contact festival and see if we could table a few hours if at no cost. B. Just get our material out there (in Arabic) on the ACCESS table or Chamber table.  Dessa will follow-up with ACCESS for translation and finding young volunteers. 

8. Website/Census - Importance of people with disabilities filling out census forms - this is the way money and political representatives  are allocated.  Cost of website - $9.95 for domain, $9.95 for Wordpress code changing ability.      

9. BREAK

10.  Strategic Plan Approval    Approved as amended: Cosma, seconded by Bower. 

11.  Vice Chair/DDAD Report/Nancy   Senior Expo and Disability Awareness October 14, 2010.  Asked Mitch Albom to do a keynote. Workshops in afternoon - all PAC rooms booked.

12. Chair/Executive Committee Report/Leah - see report. Susan will make some changes/ additions and get them to Leah.

13. Executive Update/Susan   Reported that there is an increase in calls from businesses seeking information of how to become or remain ADA compliant. Note that the ADA transition funds FY0900 no longer exits as a separate fund and now that ADA money has been folded into the general budget.

14. Access Committee Report/Gary  Discussed the need to do spot checking of intersections/ curb cuts.   Gary noted some construction/repair projects need advance planning, but others are done as needed.  

15. Education Committee Report/Dessa  - See report.  Review list - send to Cathy for further review.  Cathy will contact Doug Feldkamp to make our link more visible on city website.  Susan will contact Marilyn Wayne to see who can discuss the fact we have no budget.  Group photo for calendar proposed and agreed to.    

16. Commissioner Report     Cathy - Mayor’s task force on the budget. Doing better than many cities, but still 20 million dollars in the whole. Closing  outdoors pools that are in disrepair and building a new outdoor project. 

17. Adjournment: 6:28 PM

CHAIR REPORT

I completed the annual report & forwarded a copy to the mayor & to Susan for other distribution. 

The resolution that was adopted by the commission at our last meeting, regarding the ADA/Sensitivity training was sent to the mayor on March 23, 2010. 

I mailed a letter to Susan Nunn dated 2-23-10 regarding her absences, with a March 8th deadline for a response.  We did not hear from her by the deadline and so I sent an e-mail to Beverly Abbas asking her to remove Susan from our roster. 

Our executive committee met on March 9th.   

We discussed asking Margaret Currie to seek appointment to the commission. She has been working on the education committee for about a year and has been instrumental in helping to develop & work with the city’s CERT team to incorporate people with disabilities into the emergency plan.  I have approached her regarding this and she has said that she would be willing to serve.  She has been sent the bio sheet to fill out & return to us. 

I completed the recreation department survey as requested by the chair of the access committee. 

ADA Report 

1.  I was informed by the city that as of June 30, 2010, I am no longer the ADA Coordinator. Marsha Koet will be taking over as ADA liaison. There will be someone designated in DPW to handle ADA construction issues. I have spent some time with Marsha trying to get her up-to-speed on what her role entails. I have informed the city that I am willing to be hired for specific projects as a consultant. To the best of my knowledge, my office in DPW will cease to exist. 

2. Checked multiple city sites/projects for various departments to make ADA recommendations. (Parking lot restriping, blueprint for new parking garage, new business’s ADA requirements, Target store ramp questions, schools used as voting sites.)

3. Polling site access grant available again. We have 13 potential schools out of compliance at this writing. They are all going to be reviewed and photographed per new grant requirements.  We did receive a previous grant to make some of the needed changes, but the award letter was never received by Lola Isiminger, and so the follow-up paper work was never processed. She is attempting to see if that can now be rectified or if we must reapply for those same grants. 

4. There was a lawsuit in San Francisco that resulted in them having to install APS at 116 intersections. They also received Federal Stimulus funds to do 5 of them.  On December 16, 2009 a final rule adopting the 2009 Edition of the MUTCD was published in the Federal Register. States must adopt the 2009 National MUTCD as their legal State standard for traffic control devices within two years. The Federal Register notice, which provides detailed discussion of the FHWA's decisions on major changes from the 2003 edition, can be viewed at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-28322.pdf (PDF, 716KB).  Read pages 66820-26 for pedestrian signal rule comments.  New final rule: http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009/part4/part4e.htm  Although it is clear that there are situations that require APS, they are still not always required and still have a traffic controller making the final “engineering judgement”. It is suggested that people with disabilities be consulted about locations and specific choices within what is allowed. 

5. I sent a note out to all city employees to see who wanted TTY training before the end of June. I offered May 24 and June 3rd - 4 spaces each day. We have one space left. Might have to offer another date in June.  At present, I am the only person who can do this training. 

6. A new brochure needs to be created. It is seriously out of date, and there is only a very limited supply. There is no funding for this. There is no access to a color printer. It must be updated and redesigned in a black/white version before the next event. 

7. There are about 300 pens left and 4 dozen bead in gold and green. There is no budget to purchase any more. It is highly doubtful any is going to be forthcoming.  If the commission wants to spend money, it is going to have to raise money.  I do have a suggestion: Teddy has just purchased a button making machine and can make colorful buttons for the commission to sell. At present, we have a lot of button making supplies that were purchased with the machine that we will not be using for some time.  Teddy could make the commission buttons at no initial cost with the understanding that the first buttons sold would go to pay him an agreed upon cost. 

8. The website will need to be kept up-dated. I have spent some time with Marsha about how to do this, but if there is a commissioner who is also interested, I could teach them the ins and out of our website in a few hours. 

9. FYI - Dearborn Police Chief Haddad is trying to expand Nixle usage for the good of all the community. Chief Haddad stated that the Nixle system is a free source of important information designed to benefit all who reside and work in Dearborn. The Chief would like to encourage all current Nixle users to reach out and spread the word about this free service to all their relatives, friends, and neighbors. Registering for Nixle is simple and can be done in a matter of minutes at www.nixle.com. 

You are all welcome and I hope will keep in touch. I am negotiating with the city of Dearborn Heights and will be hired as their transitional ADA Coordinator from June 2010 to June 2011 on a consultancy basis - so I will not be far away. I am also starting an ADA and other disability issues consultancy practice called Disability Savvy (http://www.disabilitysavvy.com).  I’ve been on a number of interviews, there are more jobs out there than you would imagine, but if you hear of any you think might be of interest, I would appreciate you letting me know.  You can email me at susanfitzm@gmail.com or call home (248) 788-7777 or my cell (248) 767-2217.  I will miss the commission and hope all the best for your future. ~ Susan Fitzmaurice

EDUCATION REPORT

Education Committee Meeting

5:30 pm Dearborn Centennial Library

April 27th, 2010

Welcome and Introductions      Attendance: Mary, Nancy, Barb, Dessa

Debrief of City Employees Disability Sensitivity Panel

· Originally this panel was planned as a follow up to the ADA training – which might have made employees enjoy or get more out of our panel conversation.

· Where are the evals? How can we evaluate feedback so we can learn for next time?

· City employees mentioned wanting TTY training (Mary will ask Claudia if she will do a TTY report).

· Promotion of Relay Center too

· The space was too big and formal for such a small group.

· We’d like more communication between city planners of this event (like number of people attending) ahead of time.

· Overall it was good and we feel like we answered questions. 

DDAD 2010 (Nancy)

· October 14th, 2010:  Healthy Living, Hopeful Days (The Senior Fair is from 10:30- 12:30 that morning, we’ll have our keynote at 1 pm and then the pet therapy or vice verse)

· Mildred Matlock (DMC exec with rehab experience) and Dr Joe Pellerito (OT at WSU med school, specializing in pet therapy) will be our speakers. 

· There will potentially be a raffle and free food (we need donated items from vendors, local businesses and restaurants).

· ED Committee will help with outreach by creating a list of where each of the Commissioners can hang fliers, send emails, etc (use last year’s model and expand- Dessa will look into this)

· Advertising Plan Ideas:  Radio, CDTV, disability organizations, newsletters, papers, speakers’ departments (e.g. DMC and WSU), Karmonos, local service organizations, PT/OT/MRS, MOTA, Red Cross, City of Dearborn Site, WheelchairJunkie.com, wheeling warriors, facebook, libraries, senior high rises.

Projects Update

· PTA, neighborhood organizations, and service organizations 

E.g. mom and dad groups at Center for Exceptional Families, Kiwanis, Knights of Columbus, Lions Club, etc. 

Dessa will look at the list of these orgs (in stuff from Nancy or from Chamber of Commerce- and get additional groups from committee memebers) and make a presentation that’s 10-15 minutes that any of us can us to present.

We should try to tag along to already scheduled meetings and events to do this presentation.

· Fire House Simulations (Leah will fill us in on this next time)

· CERT 

Margaret is going to request that some CERT links are put on our website (emergency preparedness particularly for people with disabilities) and see if we can get some fliers about this for when we table.

· Resource List 

Mary updated this list (the paper copy is done), but we’d also like to put it on our website and have some Braille copies printed.  Mary will talk to Susan about this.

How can we better include TTY information? 

· Census 

Dessa worked with Susan to get some info about the importance of the Census (particularly for people with disabilities) on our website.

· Materials Printed 

We will make a recommendation to the full commission about what handful of pieces we want to have at events and tables.

· Email List:  Dessa and Margaret will work on this

We need to clean up the list, send an introductory email, and then send an update email 1 time per month with info and events.

We need to get the email addresses from Susan. 

Do we have an outgoing email that these emails can be sent from?  Should we make a listserv?

· Facebook:  Can we have a DCDC Facebook?  Who would moderate and/or post? We’ll ask at the next full Commission meeting. 

New Business

· Do the firemen and police have a special training to learn how to best deal with people with disabilities? NO.  Perhaps we can invite them to come speak to us and see if they need anything.  

Margaret is checking to see if anyone else in MI has something like this- and then will see if we can get their materials or get them to come to Dearborn. 

· We need to ask about the reformatting of the City of Dearborn website and how the DCDC website link is no longer easy to find. 

Margaret will ask Cathy.

· Can we get a picture in the 2011 Dearborn Calendar (preferably October)?  We need to ask Bob in HR 

· Margaret and Barb will follow up with Cathy. 

· In the Future:  Discuss fundraising ideas (Barb and Margaret)

Adjourn

10. I was informed by the city that as of June 30, 2010, I am no longer the ADA Coordinator. Marsha Koet will be taking over as ADA liaison. There will be someone designated in DPW to handle ADA construction issues. I have spent some time with Marsha trying to get her up-to-speed on what her role entails. I have informed the city that I am willing to be hired for specific projects as a consultant. To the best of my knowledge, my office in DPW will cease to exist. 

11. Checked multiple city sites/projects for various departments to make ADA recommendations. (Parking lot restriping, blueprint for new parking garage, new business’s ADA requirements, Target store ramp questions, schools used as voting sites.)

12. Polling site access grant available again. We have 13 potential schools out of compliance at this writing. They are all going to be reviewed and photographed per new grant requirements.  We did receive a previous grant to make some of the needed changes, but the award letter was never received by Lola Isiminger, and so the follow-up paper work was never processed. She is attempting to see if that can now be rectified or if we must reapply for those same grants. 

13. There was a lawsuit in San Francisco that resulted in them having to install APS at 116 intersections. They also received Federal Stimulus funds to do 5 of them.  On December 16, 2009 a final rule adopting the 2009 Edition of the MUTCD was published in the Federal Register. States must adopt the 2009 National MUTCD as their legal State standard for traffic control devices within two years. The Federal Register notice, which provides detailed discussion of the FHWA's decisions on major changes from the 2003 edition, can be viewed at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-28322.pdf (PDF, 716KB).  Read pages 66820-26 for pedestrian signal rule comments.  New final rule: http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009/part4/part4e.htm  Although it is clear that there are situations that require APS, they are still not always required and still have a traffic controller making the final “engineering judgement”. It is suggested that people with disabilities be consulted about locations and specific choices within what is allowed. 

14. I sent a note out to all city employees to see who wanted TTY training before the end of June. I offered May 24 and June 3rd - 4 spaces each day. We have one space left. Might have to offer another date in June.  At present, I am the only person who can do this training. 

15. A new brochure needs to be created. It is seriously out of date, and there is only a very limited supply. There is no funding for this. There is no access to a color printer. It must be updated and redesigned in a black/white version before the next event. 

16. There are about 300 pens left and 4 dozen bead in gold and green. There is no budget to purchase any more. It is highly doubtful any is going to be forthcoming.  If the commission wants to spend money, it is going to have to raise money.  I do have a suggestion: Teddy has just purchased a button making machine and can make colorful buttons for the commission to sell. At present, we have a lot of button making supplies that were purchased with the machine that we will not be using for some time.  Teddy could make the commission buttons at no initial cost with the understanding that the first buttons sold would go to pay him an agreed upon cost. 

17. The website will need to be kept up-dated. I have spent some time with Marsha about how to do this, but if there is a commissioner who is also interested, I could teach them the ins and out of our website in a few hours. 

18. FYI - Dearborn Police Chief Haddad is trying to expand Nixle usage for the good of all the community. Chief Haddad stated that the Nixle system is a free source of important information designed to benefit all who reside and work in Dearborn. The Chief would like to encourage all current Nixle users to reach out and spread the word about this free service to all their relatives, friends, and neighbors. Registering for Nixle is simple and can be done in a matter of minutes at www.nixle.com. 

19. You are all welcome and I hope will keep in touch. I am negotiating with the city of Dearborn Heights and will be hired as their transitional ADA Coordinator from June 2010 to June 2011 on a consultancy basis - so I will not be far away. I am also starting an ADA and other disability issues consultancy practice called Disability Savvy (http://www.disabilitysavvy.com).  I’ve been on a number of interviews, there are more jobs out there than you would imagine, but if you hear of any you think might be of interest, I would appreciate you letting me know.  You can email me at susanfitzm@gmail.com or call home (248) 788-7777 or my cell (248) 767-2217.  I will miss the commission and hope all the best for your future.   ~ Susan Fitzmaurice


