CITY OF DEARBORN

The Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

Ford Performing Arts Center, 15801 Michigan Ave, Wetrooms

Minutes

July 17, 2008, 3:00- 6:00 PM 

Commissioners present: Mary Hodak, Sonya Tishler, Mona Ramouni, Cathy McAdam, Gary Filiak, Leah Shannon. Marty Sheedy and Nancy Bower, excused. Linda Swagler, absent.

Guest: Heidi White, Linda Butler, Joe, Donna  (need to get their last names)

1.  Call to Order: 3:10PM

2.  Roll Call

3.  Introduction of guests

4.  Additions/changes to agenda

5.  Approval of May Minutes:  Commissioner Tishler motioned to approve minutes, Commissioner Filiak seconded. Unanimous approval.

6.   Audible Signals (addition to agenda)

Information regarding this issue is also contained in the Communications and ADA report. There was an extensive discussion.

Commissioner Swagler went out to check on audible signals and could not find them. Jack Barron, city engineer says they were never installed. MDOT never approved their installation. M. Patel, city engineering, has contacted MDOT for approval. Susan is insistent she saw/heard them at the intersection near City Hall. This project has gone awry and need to get back on track immediately.

The commission needs to find out 1. If they were ordered, if they are here, and where are they? 2. What needs to be done to get them installed? 3. Can we get Jim Murray, DPW Deputy to come to the next meeting and give us an oral report? Commissioner McAdam will contact him. 

7.   Chair report 

1.  Update Bus stops at Fairlane

I spoke with Brian Calder, the facility manager at Farilane, on 7/15/08. He said he got the final drawings on 7/15/08, and that they are going out for bid with hopes of doing the work in august.

It didn't sound like there was going to be any further request for review.  As soon as he has a start date he will be contacting SMART and DDOT for temporary bus plans.

Comment: Commissioner McAdam asked why the work needed to be rebid. Susan said because it was substantially different than before.

I asked that he copy me along with them so we can communicate the temporary arrangement for buses.  As you know final work would still need to be approved by the city and they are aware of our concerns regarding the bus launch pads, ramping and detectable warning markers at crossings.  

2. Public service Days We appreciate the support of the city council in reviewing our concerns. The following is quoted from an email from Marguerite Baumgardner from the city council office

“The corporation council has presented the following to the Council as a Code amendment.

 The current Code section that addresses public service days does not violate the Americans with Disabilities Act.  However, to address the concerns of the Dearborn Commission on disability concerns, the attached proposed amendment to the Code includes the following language:

 Residents with a disability, who have obtained a permit to park on a residential street from the Traffic Commission, are exempted from public service days.

 As an amendment to the Code, it will receive its first reading at the Council meeting on the 14th of July, and the second reading will be at the next Council meeting which will be on August 4th. Then it will take effect.”

Comment: Thanks to former Commissioner Swanson for jarring us into action. Susan clarified that this meant not everyone with state permits would be exempt, only residents with special permits from the city to have designated parking spaces on their street.

  3.  Note from Claudia  Damian who is still testing TTY emergency service monthly. The last  

three tests to the 911 system were all good. No problems. 

Comment: Thanks Claudia.

4.  Chair/vice chair duties:

The bylaws give a very broad overview (see below in italic), and in view of our transition I have some thoughts. 

If anyone were to ask me what a good chair or vice chair needs to be qualified to hold their position I would have to say that the most important qualification is a passion for disability rights and the advocacy for   full inclusion in all aspects of city life.  Much of the rest, knowledge of government and ADA, follow through with citizen concerns, and coordination of commission activities comes with doing and mentoring from others who have been there.   

Comment: Commissioner McAdam went on to say that we need more passion than the city.  The role of the commission is to be able to say things the city cannot say.

5. Other.    a. Presidential Disability Forum in Columbus, Ohio. Very important that both candidates are there to present their platforms. Important that the disability vote is recognized.    b. Commissioner McAdam has been invite to avery prestiguous event – the Disability, Inclusion, and National Service Conference in Washington, DC. It conflicts with Disability Awareness Day. She asks should she go. The commission's response was a resounding yes.

8.    Vice chair Report 

Each member has a copy of the voting locations here in Dearborn.  I would like for each of you to assign yourself at least five of those locations to review the sites on Primary Election day, August 5th.  For example, do they have the magnifying glass available for use. (keep in mind, voters should

not have to ask every time, this equipment should be out and ready)., do they have the large print ballots out and available for use?

If you feel comfortable doing so, ask to use the voting machine...ANYONE is allowed to use it. This is sometimes our only way of making sure that the machine is up and ready for use by someone who needs to use it. Maybe you do not NEED to use it but our commitment is to make sure that it is ready when needed. 

Gary has covered the parking situations at the city owned sites so as well as the interior needs, please also review, parking, accessibility issues, etc as you enter each of your sites. Mark down any infractions that you may encounter. 

On a more positive note, please be sure to make note of any poll workers who go out of their way to be of assistance. It is important that they are recognized as well as the negative aspects.

Before you leave the meeting, please talk to Sonya and mark down on her master sheet which sites you will cover on August 5th.  Once we do this, we will have a better idea of what we need to work with the City Clerk's office on to make the voting process a better experience for the disabled voters as

well as everyone else during the General Election on November 4th and all elections in the future. My hope is that we work ourselves out of a job, so to speak, which will mean the City is in total compliance. We can help make Dearborn a prime example for other cities to follow. Let me rephrase, We WILL help make Dearborn a prime example for other cities to follow.

Thank You

Sonya Tishler

Comment: Commissioner Tishler provided a signup sheet for homecoming. Commissioner Hodak will see if volunteers can work the table on Sunday. We will close up at 6 on Sunday. Commissioner Filiak will distribute parking passes. He will also get things from Susan's office to the Civic tent. We need a check list of what to check at homecoming – TTY, Shuttle, parking. We are going to the the same place as usual. Susan will be sure we have 8x11 bags, pens, large print and braille Homecoming schedule and resource lists, in addition to out typical printed material.

9.    Public Comment

Heidi is moving, this will be her last meeting. Her contributions to committees will be missed. The commission thanked her for her help and hoped to see her in October for Disability Awareness Day.

A contingent from the Dearborn Heights Commission was present. Linda Butler, their chair, updated us on their concerns regarding disability designated parking areas in parking lots being used for flower displays. Dearborn Heights is having their annual garage sale August 9. They will have elections in October. Their secretary has recently resigned.

10.  Executive Update:

Budget:  the budget has been traditionally presented to me in categories of expenditures. We do not have a separate budget. Our budget is folded into the DPW budget. This permits us to spend more in one category than budgeted if we spend less than in another.   In previous years it has been:

Travel & Transportation - $2,000

Inservice Training - $500

Printing & Publishing  - $4,500 

General Office Expenses - $500.00

This year we are not being given a specific budget, but instead being told to just submit requests prior to making the expenditures. There is less money than in previous years, but nothing specific. DAD has ordinarily been given $1,000 by DPW, but that will not happen this year.

Citizen Complaints: There have been many recently received by the Mayor's office. Most have not all been relative to public service days. Mayor O'Reilly's office has been delegating their resolution to me. All complaints received were due to an expectation that the city provide services to the disabled and elderly population that we do not do, such as meal delivery, trash removal, ramp building, etc. All were referred to appropriate resources.

City Hall Picnic Area: All the benches and tables are being replaced. I was asked to approved the chosen benches and tables and their location for compliance to the ADA. They were in compliance, but I did ask for one table to be set into the ground at a higher height for larger wheelchairs. This is not an ADA issue – just a common sense one given the changing nature of mobility devices.

Commissioner Appointments – no further news as of this morning.

DAD – We have many fewer commitments than we have had in the past at this point. We have about 10 tables paid for or reserved. Many nonprofits cannot afford even the $25.00 this year. We have only 2 profit businesses and one major contributor so far. There must be more outreach to get more vendors or we will be financially in trouble.

Enews:  This was sent out using the free trial software program  and we cannot use it anymore unless we pay. I was satisfied with how easy it was to use and suggest we go forward with the $129.00 a year expenditure. 

Comment: Go ahead and get the annual subscription.

Homecoming: We need new giveaways. the pens continue to be popular and I think those should be reordered.  I found a keychain that is a measuring tape and a level. I think we could create a card to go with it that discusses ADA compliance and how to use these two tools.  Giveaways are becoming less common with budget constraints so I think we need to think out of the box and find another way to attract people to our booth.  I had thought of removable tattoos, but found they were too expensive because you have to order so many. What about face painting???  Maybe even hire someone to do it?

New in the City Construction/ Old Jacobson's: I was asked about setback from the sidewalk and sidewalk cafes. This is an attempt to prevent problems like we have with existing business and their sidewalk cafes.

TTY: Batteries have been replaced by me in nearly all TTYs. Some had already been replaced.

Truncated Domes: I was asked if and when these are necessary. New ADA law is more specific in some ways and less specific in others. This was information learned at the ADA conference and I had given the city a copy of documents received but they wanted further clarification. Truncated domes are required, but a specific material or color is not. An intersection should have a dome for every path of travel from any intersection. These can be separate or connecting domes. 

Audible Pedestrian Signals: I am still trying to gather information. I have been looking through files and emails. I have the approved request for funding. Audible pedestrian crossing are now required by the ADA at intersections where  traditional pedestrian signaling is present. (If there is a crosswalk sign – there must be an audible addition and countdown.) There should not need to be any determination by MDOT whether they can be allowed or not as MDOT cannot prevent Federal law from being implemented. I have twice been at the City Hall intersection and witnessed the audible pedestrian signal. I cannot account for why it is not there now.  I also checked and heard it at Michigan and Mason. The city also requested and received my recommendation for further purchases of audible pedestrian signals on Ford Rd and Warren on two separate occasions.

11.  Communication Committee (report 6/23/08)

Present: Dale Swanson, Marty Sheedy, Mona Ramouni, Linda Swagler, Cathy McAdam 

1. We all received an updated DADD vendor list and there was only a few on there that needed a phone follow up. I contacted the Director of Child Care for the Shriners and they are definitely in.

2. New ideas were discussed for new vendors but really did not come up with any new ideas.

Comment to Commissioner Sheedy: Recommend call all previous vendors. If money is the issue, we can waive the fee. How can the rest of the commission help?

General Comment:  We approved letter created by Commissioner Sheedy to be sent to vendors. It will be sent as a PDF file to everyone so they can send it to whomever they think might have an interest in being a vendor.

3. We asked Linda for an update for Dr. Youngs presentation for DADD and she said she would find out more information and stated that she would be able to basically cater to what we needed.

4. We seen the first draft for the DADD flyer and we approved it.

Comment: 2 corrections were found. It was decided that the flyer was to busy and needed to have more space. Commissioner Shannon will discuss with Dale Swanson.

5. We all agreed that our committee is going to take a more proactive role in making sure our commission web site is up to date, to check for broken links etc… By next meeting we will have an updated report for this project.

6. Linda and Marty checked out the audible street crossing signs and they are not set up yet.

Comments: Commissioner Ramouni thought Commissioner Sheedy would do a good job as Communications chair. 

Commissioner McAdam mention that she would invite CDTV to address ongoing concerns related to captioning and see what needs to happen to have captioning put in place.

12.  Break where we celebrated Teddy Fitzmaurice's 25th birthday.

13.  Public Awareness/Education Committee (meeting 6/24/08) 

Comment: Commissioner Bower is doing well. She is not yet going into public due to the compromise to her immune system. 

1.  We will be working with Fashion moves for a workshop at DDAD

And need to think of ideas for a "fashion show" and help with local product/support. Please check out her web site at   www.fashionmoves.org  

Comment: Who will act as models? Commissioners, their children, and whoever is interested. 

2.  Other workshop/ ideas for DDAD educational info

Comment: Need to contact VSA about doing a workshop or demonstration. Need a workshop regarding independent living skills. Can we advertise workshops on PAC sign?

3.  Resource list

Discussed two additions that should be added to update the list further. 

14.  Access Committee (included in Vice Chair report)

15.  Commissioner reports

Commission Sheedy (written): 

First and foremost I would like to say thank you for having me as your new chairperson for the communication’s Committee. I am really excited about it and have a lot of ideas for its future.  

I am sorry I could not be in attendance at the meeting today, but instead of being in Disney world like last time, I have been asked to speak at the 3rd annual Arthrogryposis convention in Columbus, Ohio. I will be speaking in front of about 100+ with my same kind of condition along with their families. This will be my first non-Shriners speech that I have done. 

About contacting Steve Yzerman, I got a response and he notified me that at this time he does not know how much he would be able to help or who he might be able to ask to attend. But he did say to keep following up and he will see what he can do. I know the sooner we know something the better but at least there is some kind of hope. 

Another thing I want to bring to the commission’s attention is that on the letter I wrote I stated “Any donations such as gift certificates, or monetary donations.” I thought that I would add the Gift Certificates part because if a business is unable or willing to give money, they may be able to give a gift card. Then from there maybe we could have some kind of raffle at DADD for these gift cards which in return we would be getting money, but just in an indirect way. Let me know what you think! 

My best friend Nolan Kerr and possibly his mother Carrie Kerr would like to be on the communication’s committee. They may be at this meeting, but there is a baby on the way for their family. Carrie Kerr was my POHI (physically or otherwise health impaired) parapro at Edsel Ford high school and has been working with people with disabilities for a while now. Her son Nolan also volunteered many hours in the special education department for our high school and has a vast knowledge about the disability field. So I am asking permission from the commission for them to be part of the committee for now and then maybe even future commissioners. 

Again sorry for my absences and I wish everyone well. 

Commissioner Hodak: Thanked volunteers for helping with Gary Woronchak. Has some ideas for vendors because of the fashion show. She will not be here for homecoming as she will be traveling to Alaska.

Commissioner Shannon: Discussed MAAP – Michigan Medicaid Assistance Program. Betty Hughes is out local contact and she will be inviting her to our November meeting.   Dr. Bernie Les is willing to do something more or different. Should we ask him about doing something at DAD? Commissioner McAdam will ask if the city employees need anything further.

Commissioner Ramouni: Her sister has a new baby. She is looking into getting a miniature horse as a service animal. There are multiple issues with the ADA and zoning. 

Commissioner McAdam: Will send out a draft of calender for approval. Thanked Heidi White again for her participation in the commission and wished her well. 

16.  Adjournment: 5:25PM   Motion offered by Commissioner Hodak, seconded by Commissioner Tishler.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chair report's Chair and vice chairperson:

Chair and Vice chair duties (Note: These positions must be filled to conduct business.) 

Chair:

1.  Presides over commission meetings and Executive Council. 

2. Responsible for leading and directing Commissioner activities, including designating committees as needed, naming committee chairpersons, etc.,

3.  Chairperson in consultation with the Vice-Chairperson shall appoint one member of the Commission to serve on the Executive Council.

4.  Proofs minutes before final submission

5.  Coordinates follow up of assignments to commissioner/committees

6.  Has ongoing contact with city ADA coordinator to reinforce commission concerns, follow up on projects, and/or advise on issues related to the commission’s interests.

7.  Coordinates ADA trainings for the commission

8.  Prepares final annual report

Vice Chair

1.   The Commission Vice-Chairperson will, in the absence of the Commission Chairperson, automatically assume the duties of the Commission Chairperson. 

2.  Presides over commission meetings or executive council in the absence of the chair. 

3.  In the case of vacancy in the office of the Commission Chairperson, the Commission Vice-Chairperson will automatically assume the duties of the Commission Chairperson until the Commission elects a new Commission Chairperson.

4.  Collaborates regarding appointments of committee chairs

5.  Prepares a report of ongoing activities for commission meetings 

6. Assists with other chair duties as delegated by the chairperson.

