CITY OF DEARBORN

The Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

Ford Performing Arts Center, 15801 Michigan Ave, Wetrooms

 Agenda

September 18, 2008, 6:00-9:00 PM 

1.  Call to Order: 6:10PM

2.  Roll Call

Commissioners present: McAdam, Tishler, Filiak, Bower, Ramouni, Hodak, Shannon, Sheedy. Absent: Swagler.

Guests: Jim Nagy, Dessa Cagil, Linda Butler, Jim Murray

3.  Introduction of guests

4.  Additions/changes to agenda – changed to accommodate CDTV to whenever they arrive.

5 . Approval of July Minutes. Approved by Commissioner Bower, seconded by Commissioner Tishler.

6. Welcome from Jim Murray, and Update on Audible signals. 

The current department head of DPW is Jim Murray and he explained his role with the city. He is charged with oversight of the commission and all city projects related to roads, sewers, and water. He described at length the intricacies of our sewer system. He expressed his commitment to the city being as accessible as possible and being in compliant to the ADA. The audible signals were a project that began before he was hired so he was still trying to get a handle on what was actually done and what should be done. To that effort the following Monday he planned to go visit a number of sites around the Metro Detroit area where audible signals were in place. After visiting those sites a new plan as to what exactly would happen would be made. It is his understanding that no audible signals are in place at present and that none have been purchased, although the grant money exists to purchase them. The difficulty is in getting MDOT to agree to their installation as the primary locations are state roads and are not entirely within the jurisdiction of the city to make decisions about.

7. CD TV update and discussion of closed captioning

There was some discussion of closed captioning without CDTV present. They arrived to take photos, but did not stay.  It continues to be the understanding of the commission that closed captioning is required on all city produced programming. It is an expensive operation and the commission procured a grant so that the equipment is in place. The problem is the staffing required which cannot be funded through a grant. It is hoped that CDTV might come to a future meeting where this can be discussed further.

8. Executive Update: Susan Fitzmaurice update city projects, use of Braille embosser,  life trail project , Park accessibility guideline for recreational equipment such as swings, citizen concerns, etc.



Peg's Park.  Things are moving forward. The location has been changed to Levagood Park. There is a meeting next week to finalize a design at Levagood ad determine other needs beyond the equipment itself (benches, trash cans, etc.) VSA is going to design a welcome tile mosaic mural. Levagood is Peg's local park. Having it at the PAC was abandoned given the Animal Shelter is going to be delayed for quite some time due to changing finances and its final design unknown. Marsha Koet, Maryann Murdoch, Commissioner Filiak and I are working on this together.

Comment: There was discussion of when the park would likely open (May, 2008) and what the continuing process would be. Commissioner Filiak took the lead of this discussion and described the differences in the park layouts and how this was a good choice for the park to be moved to.



Children's Playgrounds. All the new city playgrounds are using ADA compliant equipment. This includes equipment that is high and low to the ground. Some equipment traditionally used frequently by older kids with disabilities are no longer considered a safe design. Some playgrounds have incomplete equipment layouts (a ramp that leads to no where). Commissioner Filiak is working on this issue at Camp Dearborn. 



New ADA law puts Dearborn compliant to the ADA relative to playgrounds as we definitely have a minimum of one park, ice rink, pool. etc. that is ADA compliant. We can as we have traditionally done, follow the spirit of the law, but we are in fact according to the amended (expected to be signed into law within days) compliant.

Comment: Commissioner Filiak said he had recently found some park equipment geared to older children that might work for older kids with disabilities. There is no equipment for adults with disabilities that he knows of.



Fordson High School, and other schools.  Renovation has been underway at most of the high schools. A complaint has been received that Fordson was fully renovated except for the concession stand and the restrooms. Other schools have done renovation that included these. I tis clear that the renovation was substantial and should have included the restrooms and concession stands.  

Comment: If over 50% of a noncompliant public accommodation is renovated – all of it must be made ADA Compliant. Jim Murray said he would contact Building and Safety to find out who approves school renovations. Did the city sign off on these plans or are they unaware of them? Once that is determined, the Access Committee will follow-up with a letter to the school system ADA Coordinator or Building & Safety whichever is most appropriate.



Fairlane Bus Shelter.  I have visited it twice. It appears to be both complaint and meeting the needs of those who are using it. I sat in my car while watching to see how many buses could pull alongside the shelter and load. I waited until I could see three buses load simultaneously. I saw three people on three separate occasions – 2 who were chair users and 1 who used a cane as if they were blind board the bus without incident.

I do believe that there needs to be an emergency phone at the shelter itself. There is one nearby and very visible, but if a danger presents itself at the shelter, it is too far away to be useful. I am also not confident that a person who is blind or uses a chair could locate it. The existing emergency phone would also be difficult for many people who have limited arm mobility to use as it is places rather high.

The reasoning given for not having an emergency phone at that location is that the bus shelter is heavily monitored by video and vehicle surveillance.



Homecoming.   The city did terrific!!  We still have one issue to resolve. The city got it absolutely right the way they created the designated seating for people with disabilities at the concerts. It worked perfectly until a person who used a chair refused to use it at the Eddie Money concert and insisted upon sitting in the center aisle. This created a danger to anyone who needed to leave quickly and to the children of the chair-user. the police asked her to move several times, but when she refused they gave up. They did not give up on the others that were choosing to sit on the ground in the front or in the aisle. But once the concert started they gave up, and allowed anyone to sit in the aisle which created a very dangerous access issues as the heaviest number of people were congregated adjacent to the disability access section. I spoke to several employees who were at the concert, and they also expressed fear about how they would get out in an emergency. This is not just a disability issues, but presents a greater impact on people with disabilities.

Comment: This sabotages the work of the commission and the city to provide good quality access. the commission agrees it is primarily a safety issue. the Access Committee will draft a letter to the Police Department.



Of High Political Importance.  There was a brief discussion of the ADA Amendments Act (AAA), the HUD crisis in Houston, Texas and how their emergency preparedness plans for people with disabilities are not working, and the Community Choice Act (CCA). 



Personal News. I am now legally the parent of two young adults: Teddy and my niece Tarryn. I decided given this, I needed another source of steady income. I am now working for VSA for 16 hours a week. I will be working at their Detroit office on Alexandrine on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. It is fully understood that my work with the city cannot be compromised and that DAD is coming up and will need a lot of my attention.



Teddy returns today from having been in Washington DC since Saturday practicing his civil rights with ADAPT. He has been living in a tent city to emulate the homelessness people with disabilities feel when they are forced to live in institutions when they prefer to live in their own homes.

9. Public Comment

Dessa was reintroduced as a person who has submitted her application to be a commissioner.  It was noted that it was hoped we would hear from the mayor's office soon about reappointments.

The members of the Dearborn Heights commission updated us on their current events and prospects for future changes at their city.  Linda Butler will remain the chair of their commission for another year. 

10. Vice Chair Report



Voting Issues – August 2008 Primary Elections



Rather than list them all separately, I am only going to comment on those 
with issues that need to be addressed.


On thing I did notice was that other than the light on the screen of the voting machines, there was no overhead light. Only one or two had one and workers commented that there were never any lights on it. It seemed to me that there was an overhead light of some sort on them prior to this election. Will have to check this out with the city clerk.

• Maples School, no chair, street parking sign damaged

• Hubbard Manor East, inside door closed

• William Ford School signs needed

• Kennedy Plaza, inside door closed

• Woodworth School, needs an extension cord for machine to be turned for privacy, no marked handicapped parking. The workers are real enthused about people being able to use the machines even though no one has yet.

• Miller School, all okay. LOOKING FOR CERTIFICATE because they are doing well. (They were one of several ones asking this time.)

• Salina, have new signs and markings – closed doors, no  voting signs directions

• St. Joseph Parish Hall, shield no ton machine, but placed very privately

• Whitmore BollesSchool, doors for wheelchair use locked.

• Bryant Branch Library, inside door closed. THIS ONE HAD BOOTH LIGHT WORKING.

• City Hall, auto front door broken, BOOTH LIGHT WORKING.

Christian Reformed Church, accessible booth did not work

• DUVALL SCHOOL – GETS THE AWARD FOR THE WORST: Handicapped accessible door locked (unlocked as Gary was leaving. No signs to elevator, no signage directing to accessible paths, no accessible marked parking, no signs or pavement marking visible to casual user. Path from accessible parking to entrance obstructed.

I think one of the most obvious and encouraging things to note is that we only has 13 sites needing some improvement...that is a real leap forward out of the total of 50 sites. We must be making some headway.

One of the things we need to do is to stay on top of awarding certificates. May not seem like much, but those workers really take pride in showing theirs. I think to save time and money, we could add a gold seal with the year of the award onto the existing awards each year rather than making out a full new certificate.

COMMENT: Susan will bring certificate paper to the next meeting and will look into seals.

MOTION: The Access Committee will send a letter to the City Clerk with this report. Motion offered by Commissioner McAdam, seconded by Commissioner Tishler.



Homecoming 2008

I want to thank all of you who volunteered to sit at our table. Your efforts are really appreciated. We did get one person who complained about the curb cuts at the top of the hill being blocked making accessibility impossible until going a long distance to an opening.

COMMENT:  Also a discussion of a set of steps that seems to have no warning if you have no sight. Ask engineering to investigate the possibility of putting truncated domes at the sidewalk that leads to stairs. 

Traffic flow thru the tent and to our tent basically during the time Mona and I were there was pretty slow. We seem to get more of the people who want to pick up the pens, or anything free. That's OK, it helps spread the word about who we are, but I think we may want to explore some really inexpensive items for that purpose.

Since we are short of members, we did not have the coverage later on Sunday afternoon. It was decided we would not man the table after 6PM anyway because people would be filling up the hill to wait for the fireworks.

COMMENT: There was some discussion about whether we should continue to do homecoming and it was decided we should. It was suggested we need something more to draw people/ children to our table - perhaps a disability awareness activity of some sort of service like blood pressure checks.

11. Communication Committee Update for DDAD Final plans, etc.


Communication Report 8-20-08


Present- Marty Sheedy, Linda Swagler, Mona Ramouni, Dale Swanson, Nolan Kerr, Rebecca Parten, Cathy McAdam.

· *We introduced an welcomed 2 new committee members, which i know will be of great help to our committee.

· After fully accessing the list of vendors we found that only 7 vendors needed to be contacted to verify that they were going to attend DDAD. We have had some minor feedback, but as a committee we will continue to follow up as deemed necessary. But from our discussions with Dale he assured us that everything was good with the amount of vendors we have.

· * Regarding promoting CD TV, Dearborn HFR, and Detroit Radio Services will or have been contacted to do interviews to promote DDAD.  Comment: Commissioners Sheedy and Ramouni will be contacting to DRIS to be interviewed.

· * I have come up with a few other ideas and contacted a few people I know from the Detroit News to help with promoting as well.  Comment: Commissioner Sheedy also mentioned he knew a videographer.

· * I brought up an idea that we should try to contact as many local school board members and heads of local special ed departments so DDAD will be known to even more people. I have talked to Randy Coble from the city about when we as a committee should approach this project and he suggested about a month before, which is now.

· *As far as food logistics, Dale mentioned everything in that end was taken care of.

· • Breakfast is taken care of by HFCC

· • Pizza for lunch

· • Reception from 4-6

· Comment: Commissioner Ramouni's mom will do food too. Commissioner Sheedy will se about getting some healthy breakfast options.

· * We talked about awards for John McFarlin, Kurt Giberson, and Dale Swanson. We need more discussion about this as a whole commission. We also need more discussion as a whole about the fine details of the reception.

Comment: Commissioner Sheedy will do set-up letter for vendors. Commissioner Bower will give out the awards. Susan and Commissioner Sheedy will coordinate to get the awards. Marty will MC. Cindy Parrely will get HFCC volunteers. Sonya will make signs. Susan will make name tags & vendor envelopes. Gary will get water /juice.

12. Public Awareness/Education Committee City ADA training, etc.

Thursday, August 21, 2008 6:00p.m., Cathy's ad Ginger's home 

present: Cathy, Leah, Mary, Nancy excused, Patty absent.

Handouts: newsletter from the city about DDAD, information about fashion moves.

1. Fashion moves update: pending sponsorships: Cathy will contact Comfortably Yours, Leah will contact Oakwood Home Medical, Mary will contact Target & Meijers.

Strategy: (use Marty's letter) will use name/logo on DDAD flyer for advertising suggest $15 (or more) gift certificate to be auctioned at DDAD (prefer $$$$) present them, pamphlet on commission, flyer.

Comment: Fashion show with models with disabilities at 11. Get students and Teddy to model. Leah will also contact Eastwood Clinic. Mary has had no luck yet. 

2. Workshop ideas:

• fashion show (in studio a), with flower display from english gardens or discards from funeral homes?

• exceptional children (in wet room), cathy will contact linda for her expertise

• voting issues (initially machine in dome room, later for hands on workshop in wetrooms.

•suggested titles: Voting made easy or 1,2,3, let's vote

Cathy will contact person for machine and workshop (GDABVI will provide the machine, access committee is contacting city clerk to encourage poll workers to come by.)

3. Flyer distribution available at DPW and next meeting.

4. Emergency Prep

Cathy passed out a circular disc item for perusing. Great! but too expensive  ($6 item). A catalog is also available with other items such as a special weather radio.

5. Other

• Cathy will contact Cindy Parrelly about HFCC students for DDAD.

• Mary will contact GFWC for registering and the key clubs at the various Dearborn high schools for ddad.

• Cathy will remind susan about a simple registration procedure (board to match name tags)

• Cathy will contact Susan or Sonya's son about posters for ddad

•Cathy has invited Kurt's replacement, Jim Murray, to the next meeting on September 18th at 6 p.m.

• Requesting ADA coordinator's evaluation form (similar to the city's human resource form) to be completed in an appropriate time and by appropriate commissioners.   Submitted by Mary Hodak.

13. Chair report

Commissioner McAdam's final chair report

1. It's been my pleasure to serve as chair. I will continue to support whoever takes on leadership roles on this commission  and am committed to our ongoing work. My small business is making it increasing difficult to keep up. I will finish up the commission appointment through June 30, 2008. However, if elections are not held on September 18, 2008, I will step down as chair.

2. I will however complete the annual report.

3. We completed our first evaluation of our ADA Coordinator with 6 participants and I thank you for helping with looking forward and continuous improvement of our ongoing work with the city. This is a vital position and it will be important to continue to work together to achieve full access to city services and programs.

4. Bus stop update: We were asked for an opinion by Robert Creamer, the city inspector who does the final sign off of the work. Information is being gathered by SMART and our ADA Coordinator.

5. I facilitated a focus group for the city to explore the need for additional inservice trainings which will be brought to the education committee to coordinate with Bob Ziolkowski.

Comment: Commissioner McAdam was given accolades and thanks for her commitment to the commission and her role as chair.

14. Elections

Nominations for chair were made of Commissioners Tishler, Bower, Hodak, Sheedy, and Shannon. Only Commissioner Shannon accepted the nomination. Commissioner Hodak formally nominated Commissioner Shannon, Commission Sheedy seconded. Vote 100% for Shannon.

A nomination for Commissioner Tisher for vice chair was accepted. Commissioner McAdam formally made the nomination, Commissioner Bower seconded. 100% approval.

16. Commissioner reports

Commissioner Filiak: Cheryl Angelli won 2 medals at the paralympic games. Newsletter called Coffeetime had a story on Commissioner Sheedy.

Commissioner Hodak: Senior Expo need volunteers – sign up sheet distributed. AAUW fundraiser at ice rink – good opportunity to buy books.  Motor City Brass Band had a fundraiser to benefit Girlstown Foundation and Mi Youth Leadership Conference.

Commissioner Sheedy: End of October will be speaking at a conference in Tampa, Florida.

Commissioner McAdam: Will be in DC for  conference, speaking Americorps – including people with disabilities. She has been nominated to be on the RIM board. 

Commissioner Bower: Thanks extended for everyone's continuing support.

Commissioner Ramouni: Continuing to advance getting her service pony. The pony is now being trained to assist her.   She has been helping the DIA to do audio description on their exhibits for the blind.

17.  Adjournment: 8:35PM
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