Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns


Thursday September 17th, 2009


2:00 pm – 5:00 pm


Dearborn Performing Arts Center





Agenda


1. Call to Order: 2:10PM


2. Roll Call: MacAdam, Cosmo, Sheedy, Ramouni, Bower, Shannon, and Filiak.  Excused: Hodak and Kaye. Absent: Nunn. 


3. Approval of  May 21th and July 16th, meeting’s minutes 


 a. May minutes: McAdam motion to approve, Sheedy seconded.


 b. July minutes:  Sheedy motion to approve, Filiak seconded.


4. Additions to agenda: add budget to executive update.


5. Public comment: no public in attendance.


6. Welcome Barb Kaye as alternate commissioner - not present





7. DDAD 2009/Town Hall planning update





a. Council members @Dad. Discussion regarding uninviting council candidates on the recommendation of city council. Letters went out on September 12th. Five people had responded that they would come.





b. Discussion  Posters are ready to be distributed. Need to beef up who is present to make presentations given no council candidates can present. A presentation regarding “swine flu”  would be good because this is of paramount concern. Margaret Currie is interested in presenting.





c. Agenda  Welcome, panel of past (Gary Filiak)/present (Leah Shannon)/future (Cathy McAdam) issues, questions, Margaret and Marsha panel, questions, mayor speaks, awards, gift basket drawing.





d. Tasks  Cathy: City clerk about having accessible voting machine there. Marty moderator. Leah: Margaret Currie CERT discussion. Mary: Marsha Koet – senior services (Peg's Trail).  Teddy passes microphone. about. Susan: Set-up as a horseshoe, with a resource. Sign language interpreters. Everyone needs to prepare questions. Nametags for commissioners. Raffle tickets. Coffee, tea, & water service. Awards for Sonya & Recreation department to sign shop. Final Dad prep meeting set-up.





Contact previous commissioners: Cathy- John, Claudia, Kim, Marty – Dale, Linda, Gary – Sonya, Susan & Cathy other commissioners.  Final Dad meeting: 5:30 Monday, October 5th.  





Cathy discussed event at Cobo.  Needs volunteer to help @ commission table. Mary coming. Dessa coming @ 10. 





8. Closed captioning follow-up – no update.


Dessa will continue to follow-up. (Contact Cathy for history before contacting Pattie Mauer.)





9. Chair report – see attached report. 





11. Elections


a. Chair elected by acclamation: Leah Shannon. Nominated by Sheedy, seconded Shannon. Vice-Chair elected by acclamation: Nancy Bower. Nominated by McAdam, seconded by Shannon. Bower accepted on condition of resigning as Education chair.





10. Executive update & Budget – see attached report. 





11.Committee reports


Education did not meet in August. 


Access committee has not reorganized since Sonya Tisher's resignation as a commissioner.





12.Commissioner reports


Gary Filiak.  Howe school having a VSA mural presentation 5:30 September 23rd.  No Peg's Trail dedication yet. 


Nancy Bower. MS Society getting accommodations noted as requestable on all publications.


Marty Sheedy. Apologize for having to step down as chair of DAD. 


Dessa Cosmo & Mona Ramouni. Discussed having Cali, Mona's horse at Homecoming. New committee for US Social Forum (June 24-27) around disability issues; physical and accessible features.


Cathy McAdam.  Joined Lion's Club and they are interested in getting information about what is needed to make libraries are accessible. Last library Access committee cancelled.





14.Adjournment: 4:35PM





ADA report - Susan Fitzmaurice


Homecoming was interesting this year. I have a new scooter and decided to go up to the Art exhibits up the hill. I discovered my scooter simply could not go up the hill. I got about half-way up and could go no farther - so I turned around and the scooter fell over. I cannot imagine a way that that hill can be changed and have considered several possible solutions. The only one that comes to mind that would work is to have free temporary parking for disabled patrons only at the top of the hill, but enforcing it would be a nightmare. 


Just prior to homecoming, I was informed that the commission no longer has a budget. Previously the commission has always had an informal budget. There was no designated line in the DPW budget for our expenses, but Kurt Giberson gave us a budget. When Jim Murray took over, the major expenses of the commission had already been set aside. Nancy Neubacher knew how the commission expenses had been handled previously and carried on. So when Nancy retired this spring, there was no one left who knew how commission expenses had been handled previously. So when I carried on as usual, I hit a roadblock. No budget.  So what we now have are two accounts  - one for money we raise and than can spend as we wish, and another for sign language interpreters for commission meetings.  Note: Jim Murray has been requested to meet with commission regarding budget.


Town Hall Meeting legal issues. The letter that was initially sent to the city council candidates was perceived to be an invitation to a candidates night. We were contacted by our city legal department and asked to make it clear this was a Town Hall meeting and no presentations by candidates or any political materials would be allowed at the meeting. 


The passing of Roger McCarville was noted. Roger was a good friend to the commission and had attended all of our DADs. His presence in the disability community was essential and will be sorely missed. Condolences are extended to his family.











