Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

Thursday March 19th 2009

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Dearborn Performing Arts Center

Agenda

Minutes

1. Call to Order: 3:10 PM

     a. Introductions by commissioners

         2. Roll Call: all present

         3. Introduction of guests: none

         4. Additions/changes to agenda: approved

         5. Approval of January minutes: Moved by Marty, seconded by Susan

         6. Public comment: none

7. Scope of Partnership w/DWDD Disability Council

a. Partnership between DWDD Disability Council & us seems to be wrought with misunderstanding at this point. Commissioner McAdam has said there had been no promises made. They seem to be under the impression we are going to change the date of our event and provide financial & hands-on support. Theirs is planned for Saturday, October 16, 2009 – 10-4 PM.

b. Level of commitment commissioners are interested in - having a vendor table.  Mary Hodak and Dessa Cosma will man a table. Cathy McAdam will do a workshop independently.  Sharing a table with Teddy’s Ts was discussed.  We would be willing to share our vendor list.

8. DDAD 2009/2010

a. Partnering with Downriver Conference – partnering with other Wayne County organizations. Two events: fall of 2009 and spring of 2010.  Mary noted Famous People Players was very popular. 2010 – Disability Awareness Day? Or continue in October on a smaller scale? Skip vendors, just do workshops? Emergency Preparedness focus? 

b. Consensus: no vendor fair in October, 2009. 

c. Do outreach rather than an event. Schools, Chamber of Commerce, possibly political parties (check with Mayor if OK), power point presentation?,  town hall meeting in evening?, Marty & communication committee will explore options. Chair asked commissioners to e-mail Marty any new ideas for DDAD to keep the conversation going in between meetings.   Auction to raise funds for fall?

9. Closed Captioning follow-up

a. There is still an advertisement for a data captioner.  Patty of CDCTV needs to be contacted again. Dessa will follow-up. Cathy will get her the contact info.

b. Closed captioning to remains a part of Access Committee.  

10. Committee Assignments, then Break

A. Education: Nancy, Leah, Susan & Mary

B. Access: Sonya, Cathy, Gary

C. Communications: Marty, Mona, Susan, Rebecca

11. Website development

a. Marty made a motion to move changed website from Dreamweaver created site to Wordpress.com site. Dessa seconded. 

b. Policy and procedure related to website changes, comments, blog comment, and answers will be drafted by Cathy. 

12.  Chair report: see attached

13. Vice Chair report: none

14. Executive Update: see attached

         15. Committee reports: Access & Public Education: see attached

16. Commissoner Reports

a. Nancy Bower: Brought MS support group flyer

b. Dessa Cosma: Helping Secy. of State with disability platform.

c. Mary Hodak: Wed. June 10th, Gary Woronchak Senior Day. Brad Smith sent to Mary/ the commission a book on emergency preparedness. Discussion about CERT training this weekend – looking for volunteers. CERT training manual lacks any information about seniors or people with disabilities according to Mary or Gary's recollection. Cathy suggested that Brad Smith be requested to attend a meeting to discuss emergency preparedness concerns.

d. Marty Sheedy: Preparing to move-out and on with his life.

e. Gary Filiak:  Attended a seminar on recreational inclusion. 

f. Cathy McAdam: In Lion's Club, Mi Rehabilitation Commission Board member.  New connection may help us get Dearborn libraries finally 
  accessible. May miss July meeting due to being out of town & September meeting because of commitment at a conference in Washington DC.

        17. Adjournment: 6:20PM. Motion by Nancy Bower to adjourn meeting,     
seconded by Mona 

MARCH REPORTS

Chair Report, March 19, 2009 

   1. Congratulations to our new commissioners, Mona Ramouni, Susan Nunn and alternate commissioner Dessa Cosma.  Thank you for your willingness to serve the community.  We will be scheduling an orientation for you as soon as possible.

   2. On February 9th 2009, Cathy McAdam and I met with Mayor O’Reilly.

         1. Items discussed were:  appointment recommendations for appointments and re-appointments.  The mayor was pleased with the recommendations and had a recommendation himself, Mr. Bazzi, for one alternate position.  I have been unable to reach Mr. Bazzi.  I will e-mail Beverly Abbas to see about any other contact information for him.  We mentioned that the work on the Life Trail project was simply awaiting his and the council’s approval and he said that he would look into that.  We also discussed audible signals, city emergency plan; CDTV closed captioning, Dearborn Disability Awareness Day, and the progress that has been made on voting access.

         a. The mayor asked that we assist with promotion of reverse 911 and having citizens who have cell phones to register with the city to assure full access.

         b. The mayor mentioned that the Farmers Market was moving and we all want to make sure that it is fully accessible.

   3. I would like to encourage the education committee to continue the work of identifying barriers in the city’s disaster plan and coming up with ideas that will bridge the gaps that have already been identified.

   4. I would like to task the communication committee with making sure that updates, changes and any other information that we want disseminated get to Susan so that she can get those posted to the website.  I would also like to see a more vigorous campaign of utilizing all mediums of communication that might be available to us.

   5. I would like to task the access committee to discuss and identify barriers to full access that exist at Dearborn public libraries.  Then I would like for the committee to report back to the commission with an outline of a plan of correction to overcoming those barriers.

   6. There has not been much movement with regard to the installation of audible signals.  I will continue to stay in touch with Susan and with Jack Barron and hopefully we will see some action taken soon on this issue.

        7. There is a second forum on reduction in funding and services to people with developmental disabilities funded through Community Living Services, Inc. Community Living Services, Inc. (CLS) is a non-profit organization that promotes health and well-being for older adults and adults with physical and developmental disabilities by providing community based, in home support services. This forum is tonight at the Wayne Community Center, from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  There was a 1st forum that was attended by approximately 400 people.  Latest developments relating to this matter are indication that the funding issues have not been resolved.  Residential and vocational services provider contracting with CLS continue to receive funding reduction of at least 10% to 12.5% each month.  It is important to note that providers contracting with CLS also received a 13.13% budget cut several years ago.  Thus, they have sustained total funding reduction of approximately 25% in recent years.  We are not aware of such massive funding reduction elsewhere in Michigan.  I will be contacting Duncan Wyeth of the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns regarding this issue.  And if anyone would like to contact any state representative; Michael Head, the Director of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Administration and Michigan Department of Community Health; or Veda Sharp, Acting executive Director of Detroit-Wayne County community Mental Health Agency, I have that contact information.

ADA Report

1. Met with the Mayor, a citizen, and the Treasurer's Dept to resolve an ADA complaint. It was about providing accommodations for a person who is deaf and lip reads. The glass at the Treasury window makes lip reading difficult. Accommodations were discussed; including the request that sign language interpreters be available in every department was not required by the ADA, and a misunderstanding that we did not have accessible restroom available. Resolution included a promise to do disability awareness training with the Treasury Department which is in the planning stages. It is to be department specific because the treasurer's department is held to a higher ADA standard on account of the handling of financial matters. 

2. Cathy, Marty, and I made a presentation before the Michigan Bar. We discussed the role of the commission and the ADA Coordinator in making Dearborn the disability-friendly city it is. (See attachments.)

3. Resolved 3 complaints made to the Mayor's office regarding parking lot accessibility. 3 different lots, 3 different complaints – none problematic according to law.  a. Have to walk too far from accessible parking to shop because of trash container. (Best location given configuration of lot.)  b. No curb cut to exit parking lot. (That's because you are not supposed to exit onto the street, but at the designated cross walks.) c. Not enough designated parking. (There was more than legally required, but located in more than one area of the lot.)

4. Transferred all the data from the existing website to a new Wordpress site. It still has a few modifications to undergo. Some completed have related to accessibility – which  Cathy had noted. The front page options needs to be decided upon, as do other page options. The Arabic page, and the resource pages need updating. All links on the site are good, but contact names are in some cases definitely out-of-date.  I have created a cheat sheet to help people navigate the site. It is a separate attachment. 

ACCESS COMMITTEE

We will assist the city of Dearborn in the identification, prioritization and removal of physical and communication barriers to city programs and services and to develop policies and practices which promote full participation by citizens with disabilities.

1. To help maintain full access for all people with disabilities to all city programs and services.

a. Homecoming

b. Commission meetings 

2. To assist the City of Dearborn to prepare for future emergency events in order to assure safety for persons with disabilities.

   (sub items on this particular listing regard updating pertinent information to enclose in a pamphlet, etc as well as exploring having Red Cross presentations which has been passed on to Education Committee)  

3. To assure voting access at all polling places in Dearborn for persons with disabilities.

a. Continue ongoing training to poll workers that will assure appropriate access for persons with disabilities.

b. Advocate for maintaining appropriate use of state of the art equipment to assure full access to people with disabilities.

c. Spot check polls for accessibility-this requires utilizing ALL commissioners to do the spot checks.

d. Register voters at commission events. 

*This was checked out with the City Clerk’s office and was advised that we could get voters applications from the county (the city has a very limited count), we would hand them out at events when requested but we would not be permitted to take the filled out applications. The voter would have to fill it out and mail it in.* #Note from Susan – we have plenty of voter applications. They have often been put out on our commission tables.

       4.   Monitor transportation issues that impact the lives of persons with disabilities in


Dearborn.

a. Ensure accessible out trips for seniors and disabled citizens.

b. Monitor local parking access.

       5.  Advocate for improved accessibility in city parks.

a. Access to drinking fountains - Peg's Trail-Braille signs for 5 stops.

b. Advocate for emergency phones accessible to persons with disabilities.

c. Monitor update of restroom facilities for accessibility (Levagood parks needs check).

c. Recommend and monitor creation of pathways that are user friendly to persons with disabilities.

6. To advocate for visitable accessible housing, etc. (not a current issue and Cathy is sending info to and checking with Jim Murray on these issues).

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED;

By Andiamos-between Brady and parking lot to trail north side of Michigan Avenue. Sidewalk is not level, no curb cut to trailhead (bike trail)

Motion by Cathy McAdam, seconded by Marty Sheedy to re-introduce the bike trail and Andiamo issue to Jim Murray. 

Edsel Ford High School: no accessible parking in front drive of building.

SPECIAL NOTE FROM SONYA:

As far as access committee working on CDTV, I personally have no clue as to what this involves, as well as library access….both are a totally new area to me and I am not sure, depending on just what it involves as well as time, it may be more than I can handle at this period of time being the Chair of the Access Committee.

PUBLIC AWARENESS & EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Meeting - February 12, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.   -     PAC

Present:  Susan, Leah, Mary, Nancy, Marsha Koet, Senior Services Coordinator (guest) 

Topic of the Meeting was Emergency Preparedness/Homeland Security and lack of an identified plan for those with disabilities or Senior Citizens in the Dearborn Community. 

   1. CERT training

         1. No inclusion in CERT training for those with disabilities/Seniors

         2. No recent annual training

         3. Incorporate assisting those with disabilities/seniors in training manual 

         4. Mary to contact person in newspaper article for greater clarification 

   2. Re - starting/promoting the File of Life program and increase utilization

   3. Reverse 911 

         1. Access CDTV as means of additional information

         2. Use water bill for sending forms of registration for cell phone only homes

         3. Neighborhood Watch and Association groups

         4. Accessing Internet, Facebook type of sites, Twitter, etc.

         5. Give out free phones                                                  

   4. Committee to access other area’s plans to address the issue to help set up basic outline for City

                  a.  Pennsylvania State plan

         2. Red Cross

   5. Next Meeting March 9, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. at the PAC

Meeting  -  March 10, 2009    5:00 p.m.  -   PAC    Present:   Leah and Nancy 

Topic of the meeting was to continue with Emergency Preparedness/Homeland Security and helping to establish a plan for the City that includes those who are disabled and/or are Senior Citizens 

               1. No additional information was a gathered from Capt. Smith, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 

               2. Reverse 911  - Chair met with Mayor  - he would like us to assist with the registration of cell phone, only homes.

               3. Look at ACCESS’ plan as they have a positive emergency plan in place.

               4. Set up overall 3 point plan “Mission” statement / Goal for Homeland Security/Emergency Preparedness issue

               5. a.  Help those with disabilities learn to be prepared, so that self sufficiency can be maintained as much as possible in a crisis situation.

                   b.  Help the helpers learn to be most effective when assisting those who are disabled or are a senior citizen in an emergency situation. 

                  c.   Continue to encourage the city of Dearborn to establish written plans for assisting those with disabilities/seniors in an emergency situation. 

6. Next meeting to be determined at the Commission meeting on March 19.

January meeting handouts did not include reports - so here is November's report:

 December 11, 2008  -  5:00 p.m.      P.A.C. 

Attendance:  Leah, Mary,  Nancy  

   1. Review of recent events and work of the Committee (for Chair to become re-oriented due to absences).

   2. Review and discuss thoughts about DAD

         a. Needs re-energizing – Look at theme for the calendar year or all of October

         b. Too many workshops, with more time between and for lunch – Scale back the day with fewer vendor fair hours

         c. Get more local help with obtaining speakers and with publicity

         d. Ask vendors or local business owners to donate prizes to be raffled off during the day to attract and keep attendees

         e. Idea for future topic: financial problems, housing and loss

         f. CONCENTRATION ON PUBLICITY needed

   3. Reviewed strategic plan for upcoming year’s planning – no additions or changes suggested

   4. Discussed training for City Library employees – no request or contact from Human Resources – decision of Committee is to not address this issue at this time

   5. Review and revisit Emergency Preparedness and Homeland Security concerns and make that area a primary focus for 2009, due to disability issues not currently addressed in City plan. It was also noted that Senior Citizens concerns were also not mentioned. Brochures were made available for added information.  *Noted that Lt. Brad Smith of the Dearborn Police Department was invited and could not attend the meeting.                                                                          

    a. Mary gave an overview of her Certified Emergency Response Training and noted that there was not any discussion of disability issues and/or methods of management

   b. Mary will contact Marsha Koet, Director of Senior Services to establish an alliance in taking action

  c. Leah will address this issue when she meets with the Mayor and also try to meet with the Fire Chief

   d. Nancy will contact Linda Butler from the Dearborn Heights Disability Commission to see what has occurred with their Emergency Preparedness Form

   e. Nancy gave some information from the AAPD on further trainings on the Web

   6. No further Suggestions or thoughts

   7. Next meeting scheduled for February 5, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. at the P.A.C.  Everyone is welcome!

JANUARY MEETING MINUTES

Minutes January 15, 2009 

         1. Call to order : 6:10 PM

         2. Roll call.  Present:  Gary Filiak, Mary Hodak, Nancy Bower, Leah Shannon, Cathy McAdam, Mona Ramouni. (arrived late), Sonya Tishler,  Linda Swagler, (absent).

         3. Introduction of guests: Susan Nunn

         4. Additions/changes to agenda:  no changes

         5. Approval of November minutes.

         6. Public comment:  none

         7. DDAD 2009

         a. Up or down vote was pushed back to a later date after the communication committee meets and reports ideas to the full commission.  Susan Nunn commented that not a lot goes on in the suburbs and so people look forward to Dearborn having disability awareness day.  The possibility of evening entertainment, a smaller and/or shorter event, and also a date change were discussed.  We will also wait to see what date the Detroit Expo is to be held before a decision on DDAD 2009 is decided.

         8. Audible Signal follow-up

         a. Leah heard via e-mail from Jack Barron, who said that, “as Warren is a county road we had to consult with them for permission to install the audible ped”.  I talked to Fred Pilgrim in the traffic department, and he said, ‘before we could do anything he would like to get together with Engineering and Legal to revisit our agreements pertaining to ‘hold harmless clauses’ and liability factors.”  Cathy suggested that Leah forward this e-mail to Susan, as she said that she didn’t know what he was talking about with regard to his hold harmless statement, thinking that we had moved beyond this aspect.

      9. Closed captioning follow-up.

      a. There is a job posting on the website.  Marty has left messages with CDTV and gotten no response.  Cathy would like to follow-up.

        10. Break – skipped

        11. Chair report

         a. - Meeting with the mayor February at 4:00. Sonya may not be able to attend, so I have asked Cathy to go to this meeting with me.  We will be discussing, appointments to the commission.  Cathy & I will be meeting in order to develop an agenda for the meeting.

         b. Thanks to Cathy for taking a look at the embosser.

         c. I attended Michigan Assisted Living Association, Lifelong Learning Seminar on January 8th to learn about ADAAA & revisions to the FMLA.

         d. Passage of HB 5046

         e. Changing of committee structure.  Ask commission to consider.

         f. MALA and PAWC are having a forum on reduction in funding and services to people with developmental disabilities funded through Community Living Services.  January 29th at 6:30 pm at Wayne Community Center.

         g. Regarding emergency preparedness:  I saw a report on the news that the government is to be utilizing Twitter, Facebook etc., to alert the public during emergencies.  I will try to learn more about this.

        12. Vice Chair report

         a. Regarding voting issues, they are waiting to see what we can do when the weather breaks. 

        b. Sonya drew attention to an action alert sent out by Disability Policy Collaboration, asking that people contact their representatives with regard to the stimulus bill going through congress, to support passage and request that stimulus dollars be appropriated to the states for support of Medicaid shortfalls.

        13. Executive Update

         a. Was submitted to the commission in print, as ADA Coordinator was not present.

         b. There was some discussion with regard to the website and the costs involved in maintaining.  Leah has some questions regarding this and will follow up with Susan.

 14. Committee reports

       A. Education Committee 

               1. Met in December

               2. Discussed DDAD

               3. Strategic Plan for 2009.

               4. The education committee will be focusing on emergency preparedness, and aligning our efforts with the senior citizens group.

        15. Commissioner reports

         a. Gary Filiak 

               1. Has been patrolling handicap parking spaces & assuring that they are being kept clear of snow.  Good for the most part.  City Hall lots are clean.

               2. Gary also reported on the stairs by the sidewalk at Monroe & Morley where there was an accident at Homecoming.  He said that the city has resolved this safety hazard by closing off the stairs and putting a ramp in place.

               3. Gary is taking a class in recreation at the Hyatt.  The class will include universal access in playground equipment.

               4. Gary also noted that the city is going to be receiving playground equipment in five of our parks.  Most of the equipment is for smaller children and includes accessible equipment.

         b. Mona Ramouni

               1. Mona reported that she visited with her service pony December 1st – 3rd.  She expressed that she felt truly independent for the first time.

         c. Cathy McAdam

               1. Was going to discuss the website but decided to hold off since Susan was not present.

               2. Reminded everyone that when submitting committee reports we must keep in mind that it is for the public record and will be viewed by the public.

               3. The Detroit Expo changed the date of their upcoming planning meeting and so will not be able to attend due to a prior commitment.  Cathy will continue to communicate with them and keep us up to date as to what their plans are as they will affect our plans for 2009 DDAD.

               4. Susan and Cathy were asked by Debra Walling to give a presentation to a group of attorneys regarding the ADA update.

        d. Marty Sheedy

               1. Marty reported that he is continuing his speaking engagements and has begun the paperwork for the filing of his 501c3

         e. Mary Hodak

1. Reported that she has begun a class.

