
Dearborn Commission on Disability Concerns

Ford Performing Arts Center

May 21, 2009

Meeting Minutes 

1.       Call to Order: 6:10 
2.       Present: Commissioners Cosma, Bower, Nunn, Ramouni, Tishler, Shannon, McAdam; Excused: Sheedy, Filiak, Hodak.
3.       Introduction of guests: Jim Murray, Ray Roberson, Dave Deckert, Janet Budalaw, Linda Butler, Richard Bazzy, Donna Colias, Michael Colias, Heather Loomis
4.       Additions/changes to agenda – order change only.
5.       Approval of March minutes. Sonya, Nancy seconded, 2 abstentions because of no alternative format 
6.       Update on Audible Signals  – Jim Murray.     MDOT, DPW and Jim Beckes met for several hours. Some design issues were recognized as problematic. MDOT will get back to Jim Murray.   Go to meeting with Linda Butler regarding MDOT issues. Linda says Dearborn Heights didn't know what to do and has no specific recommendations. Janet Budalaw (DH) MDOT very difficult to work with and seems to want the cities to do the work.  CathyMcAdam asked who sets timing of signals. Janet - MDOT does.  Difficult to create intersections that accommodate all disabilities. Cathy stated before meeting with MDOT need to have specific requests – even if it requires several additional meetings.  Dearborn Heights doesn't presently have any audible signals.  Access committee meeting will continue the conversation.  Susan needs to provide law number.
7.       Autism Awareness Presentation by Richard Bazzy.  Identified 80 children in Dearborn with autism. People with autism lack social skills – no matter if they are high or low functioning. Autism is the fastest growing developmental disability in America. Divorce rate of families with autism is 86%.  understandautismfamilies1@yahoo.com 
8.       DDAD 2009        Goal: Have every community organization have an event in October. A town hall, gala meeting on universal design, web design – with contributed gluten-free food was discussed. Thursday evening or  Saturday afternoon. Need to decide on date and time very soon.  Marty Sheedy set up a Google group to contact local organizations.  
9.       Closed Captioning follow-up       Susan Nunn spoke to Marion & Patti of CDTV and have scheduled a meeting for the first week in June.  Also spoken to City Council regarding doing disability programming in October. Also noted city was re-doing its website and had no plans regarding 508 compliance.   
10.       Break 
11.       Library Access       Minor changes like mouses with trackballs are in library. Commission has sponsored community block grants repeatedly – that have been turned down. Other issues besides equipment. There is a library commission – and Cathy McAdam will try to make contact and see what further can be discussed about making libraries more accessible. 
12.       Planning for Homecoming August 7th, 8th, 9th      Are any Arabic items available??  Previously, there have been, but none at present. Game and items for table are needed to bring visitors to our table. Education committee will consider possibilities. 
13.       Vote on by-laws.           Change in residency requirements for commissioners requires a charter change, not a by-law change. Any discussion to change the bylaws? (Leah Shannon) Discussion about possible ways to include people who are not residents. Amend by-laws to be approved as they are.  May 20, 2009. (Mona Ramouni) as they are. Seconded by Susan Nunn. 
14.       Chair report: see attached.
15.       Vice Chair report: no report.  Mentioned John Dingell Town Hall meeting on May 28th. Sonya Tishler (Vice-Chair) read out loud her story that is being read at Town Hall meeting.  She doesn't want pity or money, but would like people to understand what it takes to raise a child, take care of a spouse, etc. with a disability. Suggested accessing the ARC site for lots of information. Cathy McAdam mentioned the AAPD has a petition online.     
16.       Executive Update: See attached.
17.       Committee reports: See attached Public Awareness & Education
18.       Commissioner reports
         Cathy McAdam - spoke about importance of health are issues present in current legislation. She is not going to Washington, DC after all for HEATH conference.

         Sonya Tisher - Continuing her interest in checking polling sites. 

         Mona Ramouni - Involved in creating a documentary about her and Callie, her service horse. It is directed toward the Middle East and African nations. She has realized people don't understand what guide animals do. June 9th Callie will be here on her own without a trainer. SMART drivers are all in a "tizzy" about Callie.

         Dessa Cosma - Making specific recommendations to Secretary of State based on her Dearborn experiences. Has contacted Transportation Riders Unlimited to ask if they would present to the commission at a future meeting. Excited about her ability to support a friend with disabilities in her artistic pursuits.

         Leah Shannon - Stated all committees should plan to have monthly meetings.

      Adjournment: 9:00PM 

      Roster - note on website additions to Dessa's address and phone number, and Nancy's email address.  

CHAIR REPORT – May 21, 2009  

1. Thanks go out again to Cathy McAdam, this time for facilitating the orientation of new commissioners & re-orientating Marty & me.  Your continued guidance is greatly appreciated.  

2. Have business cards for new commissioners been ordered?  

3. We have a lot of work to do in the next coming months and we cannot do it alone.  I would like to see us beef up our committees to help us get some of this work accomplished.  So please ask your contacts, friends and neighbors to lend us a hand with our committee work.  

4. I want to make sure that everyone has Susan Nunn’s correct e-mail address, it is: snunn994@comcast.net.    

5. Regarding library access, I would like the access committee to identify what libraries do not have screen readers or magnification.  See who we would contact to get these area corrected, perhaps the library commission.  How much would it cost to bring all Dearborn libraries up to the highest level of accessibility?  Could we get this funded in conjunction with the library commission?  

ADA Report 

      We have had lots of consumer complaints regarding businesses. All have been resolved with phone calls and/or visits.  Complaints include aisles impassable by wheelchair, entry obstructed by outside displays, refusal to admit dog into restaurant without a harness or vest as a service animal, poor customer relations regarding a request for a chair to sit in when the line to the deli is very long.

      Camp Dearborn is adding new rustic cabins, two of which will be accessible. Very few accessibility features required due to the nature of the cabins – ramp to entry, roll-under sink, grab bars, roll-in shower. 

      Two calls from other city's residents asking about ADA Coordinators and requirements to have them. Several calls from people asking us for services (housing, child respite, children's programming at PAC) – received referrals. This as usual is a common misperception about what the ADA office does. 

      Community Choice Act has been introduced to Congress. Obama said he backed it. It appeared it was going to be part of his long-term health plan, but he has backed away from that stating the first priority is to have health insurance for all. The Community Choice Act changes the way dollars are designated for service – instead of % of money allocated to nursing home or home supports -  % designated to person and where they want their dollars spent. 

      The State of Michigan has a hiring & travel freeze. This is affecting people with disabilities because it is slowing even further how quickly people can be approved to receive services.  

PUBLIC AWARENESS & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Meeting was held on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at the PAC 

Present:  Leah, Susan, Nancy 

1. Reviewed three goals for Emergency Preparedness/ Homeland Security

      a. Distributed handouts of ADA information packet and discussed as model for the City and for CERT training

      b. Decision was made to accept as focal point 

      c. Leah and Nancy will set up meeting with Capt. B. Smith 

      2. Revisited “File of Life”, distributed example, discussed meeting with the senior coordinator.  Decision was made to join in with the use of this format and to have it acknowledge and include those with disabilities.  Susan will manage this  activity. 

      3. Discussed  Reverse 911

          a. Leah has written Capt. B. Smith – awaiting reply to    move forward with this project.

             b. Susan gathering further information on CD-TV, Twitter/  Facebook,  etc.

      4. Other Issues and Concerns

             a. Discussion about needing Commission business cards to continue with Committee work. Leah will address with ADA  Coordinator 

      Next Education Committee Meeting

               Tuesday, June 9, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. at the PAC 

