Dearborn commission on disability concerns

Thursday November 20th 2008

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Dearborn Performing Arts Center

Minutes

I. Call to Order: 3:08 PM

II. Roll Call

Present: Marty Sheedy, Cathy McAdam, Nancy Bower, Leah Shannon, Mona Ramouni, Sonya Tishler, Gary Filiak (excused), Mary Hodak (arrived late), Linda Swagler (absent).

III. Introduction of guests: Denise Barnes, Detroit Workforce Development, Jack Barnes, Susan ?  

IV. Additions/changes to agenda: no changes.

V. Approval of September minutes: Commissioner Sheedy motioned for approval, and Commissioner Bower seconded. 

VI. Public comment: none

VII. DDAD debrief

a. What went well/wrong

Voting machine was well received. Dr. Young's workshop canceled. Lunch conflicted with keynote, low turn-out/ estimated 350 due to weather/gas prices/?, different food source good quality. 

b. Next year

Detroit Expo 2009 @ Cobo Hall. Lots of Hands on demonstrations, in addtion to vendors. Sell or complete applications on site.  Looking at a high profile keynote speakers – found some are very expensive. Social security and financial workshop on a rotating basis. Awards breakfast. Lunch for exhibitors and volunteers. Very interactive. Resource booth.  Who is on committee – CMH, Navigators, SS, and more. Next meeting January 22 or 23, February 18,19. (No room confirmedd.)

Given this other event, what do we want to do? Discussed whether there being is Detroit presents a problem, guest comment that consumers not being reached, change date to September?, do an evening event, 

c. Thank you letters

Mary in charge of thank you to volunteers, Marty to others.

VIII. Audible Signal follow-up

Jack Barnes, Safety superintendent in charge of lighting for the city of Dearborn. Six on Michigan (MDOT) – strict provisions, two on Warren & Schafer & Warren are county/city.  To put them on a state road, hire a mobility specialist, to look at the intersection and determine whether  they are needed by pedestrians and how they will impact businesses.

jbarnes@ci.dearborn.mi.us 

IX. Fordson School follow-up

Building & Safety had nothing to do with the renovations as no buildings were involved. The concession stand and restroom if renovated would be approved by Building & Safety. The Access committee needs to ask Commissioner Filiak to confirm restroom and concession stands are out of compliance with the ADA.

X. Break – skipped

XI. Chair report






1. Thank everyone for their hard work on DDAD.

2. Thank you Cathy McAdam for all of the work you have done on this commission as its chair and for all of the advocacy work that you do for the community.

3. Cathy has completed the Annual Report, and given it to Susan to forward to Mayor O’Reilly.

Comment: Electronic copies to department heads, hard copy to city council members. 

4. Have not yet called a meeting of the executive committee but intend to do so very soon.  I’m hoping to develop a broad agenda of what we would like to accomplish in the next year.   So, if anyone has any “wish list items,” please voice them and let’s see where your ideas and views will take us.

5. I was able to chat with the Mayor briefly at DDAD and let him know that I would like to contact his secretary in order to get an appointment with him to discuss, appointments, reappointments and any agenda items.

6. Open House on Intermodal Rail Facility on Tuesday, October 18th. 

Comment: Located near Greenfield Village, Independence Hall. Kick-off October, 2010. News article in local Press & Guide.

7. Recognize Rebecca Parten for the award for her advocacy work presented by Community Living Services at Evening With Friends 2008.

XII. Vice Chair report

Accessibilty issues at poll sites  - sites all checked by Commissioner Filiak in the absense of Commissioner Tishler who was out of town on election day, November 4, 2008.  Many thanks to Gary for his diligence and hard work. These sites were the only few with prior problems. A big leap forward considering the number of sites that had problems previously. 

Whitmore/Bolles (29-30) Automark broken and that info reported. One parking sign missing 

Smith (46)   Automark side curtains added when requested. 

Sisson (24)   Automark used 4 times (no problems) 

DuVall (44)   Automark broken, reported at 6:30 AM, checked at 1 PM.  No elevator operator available. **A positive** two handicap parking places added 

Ten Eyck (27)   Automark curtains added when requested. Chair added upon request 

Snow (25-26)   Everything ok 

Edsel (28)   Automark side Curtains added on request 

Dearborn Christian (45)  Everything okay  

Salina (20)   One car illegally parked in handicap space, election official notified. 

Bryant Library (32)  Everything okay  

Nowlin (47)   Everything okay   

Comment: Remaining problems were with the Automart and accessible parking. 

Criteria for certificates. Access committee decide which poll sites deserve certificates. 

XIII. Executive Update, ADA Report

1. Most of the DAD bills have been paid. The bills for the Fashions Moves have not yet been received, but I have been in communication with Ruth. Unless there are bills that have not yet been submitted, we have almost exactly enough to pay them all without further fundraising.

2. We are still awaiting approval to go forward with the Life Trail Project from the Mayor and City Council.

3. No word on commissioner appointments.

4. I have been appointed to the Michigan Rehabilitation Council representing local government/ the City of Dearborn. This was an unexpected honor as I had actually applied to be on the the state commission on disability concerns over a year ago.

Comment: Braille embosser still doesn't work. Cathy will check to see if it works.  Cathy will decide whether it can be fixed, needs to be returned within 4 weeks. 

XIV. Committee reports – none beyond what already discussed.

XV. Commissioner reports

Mary Hodak – Re: DAD. Will send out thank you notes when she gets the names. Volunteers seems pleased with checking in – went more smoothly. No complaints overheard.

Marty Sheedy

1. Over all my feelings on DDAD is that it went well for what we had. This was a big transition year and we should all feel proud about what we accomplished. By now we have already discussed plans for next year and whatever is decided we will continue to do our best.

2. If we do decided to do it again, I have nearly every single note, e-mail and list I received from everyone. What I am going to do with that is compile it into a How To format and a timeframe so it will make it much easier for planning and executing the plans. Any thoughts or feelings on this?

3. Now I need some guidance as to where as a Committee, my communications committee goes from here. For now what should we start to focus on? HELP!

4. I want to congratulate Rebecca Parten if present for her outstanding work on creating a Disability Club at the U of M Dearborn. 

Cathy McAdam – nominated to be on the Board of Rehab Institute of Micigan (RIM).  Looks forward to helping with new leadership and think Leah is doing a fine job.

Mona Ramouni – new horse is coming to visit first week of December.

XVI.  Adjournment: 5:02PM  Motion to adjourn by Commissioner McAdam, seconded by Commissioner Hodak. 

